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A REQUEST 

Readers of The Mood^r Colporto^e Ubmy 

who find our books useful in their work, 
helpful in their influence, and desirable 
for distribution* will confer a great favor 
by mentioning them to their friends and 
others. There are multitudes of people 
ready to purchase, read and give away 
volumes like these, when they learn of 
the tXbmy and its contents. Our friends 
can thus give material aid in extending 
the work of preaching the Gospel in print. 
Many of these books have been the means, 
in God's hand, of converting the sinner, 
reclaiming the backslider, and upbuildmg 
the Christian. Your recommendation may 
result in the saving of souls. 



A Word from 
Mr« Moody«ie«aB^ 

As I have gone throtigh the country, in my evan- 
gelistic work, I have been surprised to notice the great 
lack of good religious reading matter to be had at a 
price within the reach of the poor as well as the rich*. 

Principally, to supply this need, displacing the im* 
pure literature with wfiich the country is flooded, and 
to carry the gospel by means qi the printed page to the 
forty millions of people in the'United States who never 
go to Church, the Colportage Library was started* 

I want to get an earnest dristian man or woman 
in every village and town, and many in the cities, to 
take up the work with these good books* It Is the 
Master's service, and there is financial remuneration 
for any who will engage in it* I shall be glad to have 
the name and address of any person who is willing 
to give a portion or all of their time in this way, 
sent to A* P. FITT, Supt., or myself, 250 La Salle 
Ave., Chicago. 

Yours in the Master's work, 



^:^u!^m^ 



Written by Mr. Mood;^ in 1896. 
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ALEXANDER DUFF. 



CHAPTER L 

CHILDHOOD AND TOUTH. 

HOW many and kow varied are the possibilities of lite, 
and ho^ Imrgelj thej contribute to its interest! 
The spring blossom has an added beauty for us because of 
the summer fruit it promises; the knowledge that in the 
heart of the closed bud lies all &e sweetness of the perfect 
flower lends it yalue in our eyes ; and the babbling of the 
brook prophesies to our ears of the mighty rirer. '* The 
child is father to the man," so no biography, howeyer con* 
densed, can ignore the childhood and youth of its subject, 
for by the child is often best explained the being and doing 
of the man. 

Alexander Duff was bom April 25, 1806, near the village 
of Moulin, Scotland. His parents, James Duff and Jean 
Battray, were of that substantial, rugged yeomanry which 
yet forms the backbone of Scotland; the class from which 
came also Ejiox and Burns, and in which piety, if it takes 
root at all, is as stern and unyielding as it is intense and 
fervid. 

When James Duff was but seventeen, Charles Simeon, of 
Cambridge, came by chance to Moulin. Being detuned 



8 ALEXANDER DUFF. 

oyer Sabbath he preached and helped to administer the com- 
munion in the Tillage church; a serrice rich in resolta 
A reyival was that day began which spread all through the 
neighboring country, and among the earliest converts were 
James Duff and his future wife, Jean Battray. 

To the consistent Christian life of his father Alexander 
Duff always attributed his own early bias toward holy things. 
To his f ather^s love for his brother men in heathen lands, 
and his deep interest in all efforts to enlighten them, he also 
traced his own childish concern for their spiritual welfare. 
Who can ever estimate the power of early surroundings to 
shape the after life? If the grimy touch of evil leaves an 
almost ineradicable stain on an innocent soul, will not sights 
and scenes of purity and beauty have a corresponding 
influence? 

The childhood of Alexander Duff was spent among grand 
and inspiring objects. Nature herself, in her purest moods, 
was his earliest teacher. The lofty, rugged peaks, and gen- 
tle, undulating glades of his first home formed a back- 
ground to his memory-pictures throughout life. The prat- 
tiing stream which ran past his father's door, whispering 
its happy secrets to the birch, ash, and larch trees which 
bent low at its side to catch the soft murmurs, was his first 
playmate, and the fresh breezes from the Grampians gave 
force to his limbs and color to his cheek. 

Perhaps some of the strength of the hills entered into the 
heart of the boy, to be found later in the man, meeting dan- 
gers and fighting obstacles in a far distant land. Perhaps 
the lessons of the brook, and the tender grass, taught him 
love and pity for the darkened souls, of so much more value 
to the Universal Father than grass or flower. Certain it is 
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that the memory of those early scenes was never erased from 
the mind of the laboring Missionary, self -exiled for so many 
years to heathen India. 

But influences of another character also encompassed that 
boyhood. The stirring religious rhymes of Dugald 
Buchanan, the Gaelic poet, and later, Milton's ''Paradise 
Lost,'' stimulated his vivid imagination and excited his emo- 
tions, until, like Joseph of old, he also dreamed dreams and 
saw visions. With his Scotch bias toward the supernatural, 
this son of the Grampians firmly believed in invisible lead- 
ings and presages of the future. And why not? To the 
open inward eye is not a guiding hand always apparent? 
The spiritually blind alone are left to stumble through life's 
dark mazes undirected and unsustained. 

Owing to the incompetence of the village teacher, Alex- 
ander Duff received no practical schooling until he was 
eight years old. In 1814 he was sent to an academy, near 
Dunkeld, where he spent three profitable years. From 
there he went to the '' Kirkmichael School," at a distance 
of twelve miles from his home, for another term of three 
years. The institution was deservedly popular. Here the 
boy rose rapidly to the head, and, under the personal care 
of the master, with whom he lived, laid the foundation for 
thorough and extensive culture. All his after life he was 
grateful for the pure and ennobling influence of the school 
and its master. 

At least one event of the days passed there left an indeli- 
ble impression. One Saturday night, while on his way 
with a school-friend for his weekly visit home, the two lads 
were overtaken by a furious storm. Night came upon them 
worn-out and discouraged — lost in the snow. Yielding to 
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fatigue they sank down in a drift, and were almost overcome 
bj fatal sleep, when a light, lingering but for an instant, 
flashed upon the darkness. It was enough to arouse them, 
and a few more steps brought them to a cottage and safety. 

The light was from a poacher's torch, but to the minds of 
the boy and his parents it seemed a miraculous deliverance. 
And does not the Buler of all events control also coinci- 
dences ? The church and the world could ill have spared 
Alexander Du£ The memory of that escape from death 
often, sustained him in after life and increased his confidence 
in an ever-protecting Providence. In the darkest hours he 
looked for that saving light, and it was often granted him. 

From Kirkmichael he went at fourteen to Perth Grammar 
School, and one year later entered the venerable University 
of S& Andrews. He is described at that time as a '* tall, 
eagle-eyed, and impulsive boy." When he entered college 
he received from his father twenty pounds in money. From 
that time, by winning prizes and by '^ bursaries," he entirely 
maintained himself. He could not have chosen a better 
period for beginning his college course, or a better univ^* 
sity. 

For some time previous to his entering it the famous old 
college had been in a state of decline, but was just then 
rousing to a new life under the thrilling eloquence and 
iDfluence of Doctor Chalmers. The coming of that great man 
not only stirred the dry bones of St. Andrews, but brought 
prosperity and greater business activity to all the country 
round. He also brought in his train many students, since 
grown faipous, among whom were some who had a large 
place in the development of Alexander Duff; nor could so 
ardent, generous, and chivalrous a nature as Lis fail to exert 
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a corresponding influence oyer other liyes. Doctor Chalmers 
came to St Andrews with his soul on fire with missionary 
zeal. That zeal, expressed as it was in almost divine elo- 
quence, could not fail to kindle other souls. At the touch, 
Duff's intense nature, made ready by years of silent prepara- 
tion, burst into a flame which burned steadily and clear to his 
latest hour. As a result of the interest aroused by Doctor 
Chalmers, several of the students offered themselves for 
mission work in foreign fields; and others, young Duff 
among them, united in 1824^25 to form a '* Students' Mis* 
sionary Society." 

In 1829 Duff wrote to Doctor Chalmers, who had then left 
St Andrews, that this society continued to grow and flour- 
ish. It was the forerunner of ** Scotch Missions." In the 
same letter he told his kind friend of his intention to enter 
the ministry, and expressed his deep appreciation of its 
responsibilities and his own self-distrust in assuming them. 
Yet he was already active in religious work. He conducted 
a girls' school, instructed a class of apprentice lads, and held 
a Sunday evening class for bible study with his fellow 
lodgers. 

In the spring of that year, accordingly, he was licensed 
to preach. A boyhood so peculiarly rich in good impres- 
sions and elevating influences, and in which were planted so 
many good seeds, could not fail to produce a worthy man- 
hood. He had consecrated all his talents and energies to 
the service of Christ, and he never kept back any part of 
the price. 



CHAPTEB II. 

800T0H MISSIONS AND DUFF's YOTAOB TO INDIA. 

THE Kirk of Scotland took a new and noble position in 
regard to missions when, under the lead of John 
Knox in 1560, she chose as her motto, ^'And this glaid tyd- 
ings of the kjngdom sail be precheit through the haill 
world for a witness unto all natiouns, and then sail the end 
cum.^' In spite of that early declaration, however, she did 
nothing toward the actual advancement of that kingdom in 
other lands for two and a half centuries. 

Up to 1813 ''Scotch Missions" only comprised one 
national society for the *' Propagation of Christian Knowl- 
edge,'' and a few local organizations. In that year the 
English Parliament passed an act appropriating a yearly 
sum for the support of literature and education in India ; 
and two years later, in 1816, Scotland sent her first chaplain 
to organize a Presbyterian Kirk in that land. 

That first chaplain, Bev. James Bryce, went to Calcutta 
with no expectation of doing any great good to a Hindoo; 
and '^according to his faith it was imto him.'' At the time 
when Alexander Duff was making a mental consecration of 
himself and his powers to the service of his Master, Doctor 
Bryce had already passed nine almost fruitless years in 
India. They were years spent largely in discussion and 
contention with his Church of England neighbors; nor was 
he really convinced that it was possible to make a Christian 
of a Hindoo until he met Bammohun Boy, a truly enlight- 
ened» although never entirely christianized. Brahman. 
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By the advice of Bammohun Boy, Doctor Bryce sent a mem- 
orial to the General Assembly of 1824, especially directing 
its attention to India as a field for missionary effort, and 
petitioning for the establishment of a Scotch school for the 
benefit of the high class Hindoos. After extended discus- 
sion of the request the Assembly appointed a permanent 
committee, with Doctor Inglis as the chairman, and em- 
powered it to raise funds, and to select one ordained minister 
and two assistant teachers who should go to India and there 
undertake the work proposed by Doctor Bryce. 

When Alexander Dufi^ in 1827, decided to devote his 
future life to the ministry, he had no thought of becoming 
a missionary. Although his sympathies had always been 
warmly enlisted in behalf of those in heathen lands, and 
especially the natives of India, he had no presentiment 
that he would himself be one to lead them to the light. 
Even when it was twice proposed to him by Doctor Inglis that 
he should be the appointee of the committee, his humility 
and self -distrust led him to reject the proposal. Nor was it 
until the sudden death, in 1828, of his dearly loved fridnd 
and college mate, John Urquhart, who was at the time pre- 
paring to go as a missionary, that Duff finally decided to 
take up the task thus laid down, and to fill his friend's 
place in carrying the ''good tidings of great joy to those 
who sit in darkness.^' 

When Duff told his parents of his determination, it cost 
them a real struggle to resign all the bright hopes of honor 
and preferment which had centered in their gifted son; but 
the love of missions was too deeply planted in the heart of 
James Duff, for him long to withhold from them even this 
son. 

In 1829, after he had been licensed to preach. Doctor Inglis 
8|;ain offeted him the position as agent of the committee in 
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passengers landed. There another violent gale struck the 
ship and swept it ont to sea. For three weeks the fate of 
the vessel was unknown; on its return the passengers re- 
embarked, but the rumored proximity of pirates drove them 
to seek shelter in the Cape Verd Islands. After another de- 
lay of a week the vessel again proceeded on its course and 
reached the coast of Africa, where she was met by another 
hurricane which drove her on the rocks, and left her 
stranded. 

By means of the ship's boats the passengers were trans- 
ferred to a desert island in the Atlantic, but all their pos- 
sessions, including the large and valuable library which Mr. 
Duff had brought to aid him in his work in India, were lost 
or destroyed. 

The island upon which the shipwrecked passengers were 
cast was opposite Cape Town, at a distance of ten miles. 
One of the sailors swam the strait which lay between and 
reached the town, from which he sent a brig of war to their 
relief. In four days they were safely housed, Mr. and Mrs. 
Duff becoming the guests of the Bev. Dr. Adamson of Cape 
Town, 

For many weeks no ship arrived in which they could pur- 
sue their journey, and when one did finally appear, Mr. 
Duff was obliged to pay £262, in addition to his original fare, 
to secure a passage. In March, 1880, these much tried trav- 
ellers started a third time for Calcutta, but still the winds 
were adverse and so persistently drove them from their 
coarse, that May was nearly passed before they came in 
sight of British India. 

The ship was at last moored in the most westerly mouth 
of the Ganges, but hardly had she dropped anchor when the 
monsoon swept down upon her, immediately followed by a 
cyclone. The vessel, with her living freight, was dragged 
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CHAPTER III. 

OBGANIZINQ HIS WOBE. 

THE work which Mr. Duff came to India to do required no 
ordinary amount of courage, tact and patience. He 
soon showed himself possessed of all these qualities, added to 
great personal magnetism, and a nobility of character which 
everywhere won respect and esteem for himself and his 
cause. On his arrival he found he should have to contend, 
not only with the ignorance and idolatry of heathenism, but 
with the distrust and opposition of his brother missionaries 
already on the field, and with the obstinately maintained 
neutrality of the English Government — a neutrality which, 
through cowardice and weakness, did more for the support 
of Hindooism than for its overthrow. 

Fortunately he had been left untrammeled by instructions 
and prohibitions from the home Board. With but one re- 
striction he was left to the guidance of his own judgment: "he 
was not to open his school in Calcutta itself, but in some 
neighboring town." Such had been the course pursued by 
all preceding missionaries, and it was believed to be the 
best mode of attacking heathendom. Mr. Duff soon saw 
reason to differ from that belief. 

At the time of his coming to Calcutta the foundations of 
Hinddbism were already undermined by radicalism and un- 
belief among its followers. Brahmanism was divided into 
three camps. The first, the Bef ormed party, was headed by 
Eammohun Roy — ^who was often called the " Erasmus of 
India." 

Bammohun Boy was born of high caste Brahman parents 
and carefully educated in their faith. At an early age, how- 
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ever, he turned with disgnst from its corruptions to seek for 
greater purity in its earlier forms; but diligent study of 
these led him to renounce entirely the beliefs of his fathers, 
a renunciation necessarily followed by the loss of home and 
social position. 

Knowing no better faith with which to replace the one he 
had abjured, Boy gave his future attention to the study of 
the old Yedas. In 1814 he opened a school where was 
taught the worship of an undivided Deity, and formed a 
party whose object was to restore Hindooism to its primi- 
tive rites and beliefs. 

The second party, entitled the "Orthodox,'* was formed in 
opposition to that of Bammohun Boy. Its object was to 
uphold Brahmanism with all its prevailing customs; and a 
school was organized and a newspaper started to aid in that 
work. 

The third party comprised the young men of the Hindoo 
college, and was the stronghold of atheism and libertinism. 

Up to the time of Mr. Duff's arrival in Calcutta few of the 
natives understood or used the English language. The 
Government had made no effort to introduce it, and only 
those Hindoos who needed it for business purposes or who 
had a thirst for knowledge had. attempted to penetrate its 
mysteries. Indeed, the opportunities for learning it were 
very limited. 

In 1815 an English watchmaker. Hare by name, had 
conceived the idea of opening an English college. He sub- 
mitted his plan to a Hindoo friend, and as it met with his 
approval it was further submitted to a number of citizens. 
As a result the "Hindoo College of Calcutta'* was opened 
in 1817 with twenty pupils. 

For five or six years thereafter the new institution had 
but a struggling existence — in fact was only kept together 
by the energy of its origfinator. At the end of that period 
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the Government was applied to for assistance, which was 
granted on the condition that the Government should 
appoint a representative to oversee the future manage- 
ment 

Under Government protection, therefore, and with its ap- 
pointee, Mr. Wilson, as manager — the college took a fresh 
start and a prosperous future seemed open to it As the only 
institution under English control in Calcutta, it was in a po- 
sition to do much toward the spread of England's language 
and England's religion among the Hindoos. The policy of 
the English Government, however, strictly forbade any 
interference with the religion of India; so that a college 
enjoying its patronage must do nothing toward the introduc- 
tion among the students of either the English language or 
Christianity. 

As Mr. Duff afterward discovered. Science was the best 
weapon with which to attack Hindooism. In the light of its 
revelations, the Hindoo student clearly perceived the false- 
hood and fallibility of his own shastras, and almost invari- 
ably, sooner or later, renounced the faith they taught But 
Science separate from Beligion is but a ruthless destroyer; 
with the secrets of the spiritual world she has no concern. 
Unprovided with a truer faith, the students of the Hindoo 
college usually left it atheists or sceptics. 

Such were the warring influences which confronted Mr. 
Duff. The missionaries already in India had never at- 
tempted to struggle with tliem near at hand, and when Mr. 
Duff proposed to do so and establish his school in Calcutta 
itself, they all, with the exception of the venerable Carey, 
vigorously opposed his plan. Yet so convinced was he 
of the wisdom of his decision, especially after an interview 
with the rapidly failing veteran, "William Carey, that, not- 
withstanding the disapproval of the other missionaries and 
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the prohibition of the home committee , he took immediate 
steps to secure a place in Calcutta where he could open his 
school. 

It was difficult for so young and inexperienced a man to 
hold to his own opinion in spite of all opposition, but Alex- 
ander Duff had a strong purpose and a clear head, and the 
result proved that he was guided by a higher wisdom. 

He had no sooner set himself earnestly toward the execu- 
tion of his plans, than two serious difficulties presented 
themselves. The first necessity was, of course, a building 
in which to open the school; for, owing to caste prejudices, 
no Hindoo would let a hall for such a purpose. He had 
then to secure pupils ; and that was rendered doubtful by his 
determination to make the Bible a principal factor in his 
system of education. 

Both these obstacles were overcome by the co-operation 
and intervention of Bammohun Boy. From the very 
beginning of their acquaintance, Bammohun Boy was 
in cordial sympathy with Mr. Du£ When no suitable 
building could be otherwise obtained, he resigned the one 
in which his own school was conducted. Not content with 
that sacrifice, the noble Hindoo met the second difficulty by 
influencing his own pupils to attend the new institution; so 
that when Mr. Duff was ready for his opening, July 13th, 
1830, a fair number of scholars were in attendance. So also 
was Bammohun Boy, and without him the new enterprise 
might even then have failed. 

It was Mr. Duff's firm intention to commence his school 
exercises with the study of the Bible; but to a Hindoo that 
book was an object of loathing and superstitious horror. 
Mr. Duff had prepared himself for his work by obtaining 
copies of the Gospels in Bengalee and English, some 
English primers, and by learning the Lord's Prayer in Ben- 
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He opened the sohool with the repetition, in concert, of that 
prayer. Then came the crucial moment He placed in the 
hands of his pupils a copy of the Gospels, and asked one of 
them to read. A murmur instantly arose, but was quickly 
silenced by Gammohun Boy, who told them he had himself 
read the Bible entirely through, and had received no harm 
from it. He further pointed out the folly of their preju- 
dice, and when he had finished speaking the students were 
ready to join in the Scripture reading without further pro- 
test. From that time the popularity of the new school was 
assured, and the number increased daily. The alliance 
with Bammohun Boy was an added cause of disapproval 
with the other missionaries, but he continued to be Mr. 
Duff's good friend and helper until his death in 1883. 

Mr. Duff's methods of instruction were at that time new 
and original. He largely employed the black-board and 
oral teaching. Such class books as he needed he constructed 
himself, taking words in the Bengalee, giving their eqtiiva- 
lents in English, and then expounding by object teaching all 
their uses and meanings. The bright Hindoo lads learned 
so rapidly by this method that, at the end of the first year, 
they passed a public examination in English and the Bible, 
which filled the spectators with wonder and admiration. 
Shortly after that test of his success, Mr. Duff was requested 
to open a branch school at Takee, forty miles from Calcutta, 
in the heart of Bengal, and eventually his system was 
adopted in many of the established colleges. 

For the first twelve months he had but one assistant At 
the end of that period the work had so outgrown him 
that the home committee sent two colleagues to his aid. 
One of them was the author of a treatise on political 
economy, which Mr. Duff soon added 'to his college 
course. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE OOKTBOYEBST WITH THE GOYBBNMENT ABOUT TEAOH- 

IKG ENGLISH IN THE COLLEGES. 

THE work which Mr. Duff next undertook, in conjonction 
with his three colleagues, was not destined to imme- 
diate success. A course of lectures had been planned on 
"Natural and Bevealed Religion,'' Mr. Duff to deliver the 
first on '^External and Internal Evidences," and Mr. Adam, 
Mr. Hill and Mr. Dealtry to follow with similar topics. 

The introductory lecture, by Mr. Hill, was given at Mr. 
Duff's residence, with an audience of twenty students. Mr. 
Duff was to succeed him a fortnight later, but no one foresaw 
the effect of that introductory gathering. By the next 
morning Calcutta was in a ferment. The leaders of the 
"Orthodox" party were fully roused. The managers of the 
Hindoo College sided with them and forbade their students, 
on penalty of expulsion, to attend any more discussions on 
political or religious subjects. The Government was ap- 
pealed to, and anger and party contention prevailed in the city. 

Mr. Duff's first care was to explain the matter to Lord 
William Bentinck, the head of the Government, and his own 
good friend. Privately, Lord William approved his course; 
officially, he declined to express an opinion. He did, how- 
ever, advise Mr. Duff to defer the lectures until the excite- 
ment had subsided — advice which Mr. Duff decided to follow. 

The students of the Hindoo College were also obliged to 
submit to the restriction of their freedom ; but it was with 

28 



24 ALEXANDEB DUFF. 

inward rebellion and a determination to aifsert their inde- 
pendence at the next interference. 

While waiting for such an occasion, they formed debating 
societies in which were discussed such subjects as the **Edu- 
cation of Women^' ; the manner in which thej were treated 
clearly revecding the advancement in thought and under- 
standing among the young men. Eight years before, when 
it was first proposed by Miss Oooke to open a girls^ school in 
which to educate the women of India, the suggestion was re- 
ceived by the fathers and brothers with horror and dismay. 
When the same question came up before the young Hindoos 
of 1832 they almost unanimously spoke in its favor. The 
''Separation by Oaste^' was also a fruitful theme of debate. 

As the lecture course was interrupted, Mr. Duff employed 
the time thus left free in the study of the Bengalee. His 
progress was so rapid that in a year he could speak and un- 
derstand it with comparative ease. But the lectures were 
not to be entirely given up. 

In 1832 Bammohun Boy left India for England. The 
newspaper which he had so long conducted then passed into 
the hands of a young Brahman of the highest class, who 
edited it, with the aid of some Hindoo friends, under the new 
name of the Enquirer. These young Hindoos all prided 
themselves on being emancipated from Brahman traditions, 
and on editing a "politically free" newspaper. They held 
no religious beliefs whatever, but professed themselves seek- 
ers after truth. 

One evening when gathered together, they determined to 
give the strongest proof possible of their freedom from pre- 
judice. With a Brahman, no stronger proof could be given 
than to partake of beef in any form. This they proceeded 
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to do; and, not content with so declaring their own contempt 
for Hindoo custom, they threw what remained of the repast 
into the court-yard of a Brahman neighbor. 

The excitement which followed such an outrage was furi- 
ous and threatening. The little band of innovators were 
driven from their homes and their families, were excom- 
municated from caste privileges, and barely escaped personal 
injury at the hands of the populace. 

Mr. Duff heard of their situation and immediately made 
friendly advances to them-— advances which soon resulted in 
cordial relations. Arrangements were made for weekly 
meetings where he could freely present the truths of Chris- 
tianity, and influence them to its acceptance. During an 
entire winter, .therefore, he lectured weekly to an audience of 
from forty to sixty young Hindoos. The eloquence of the 
speaker, and his evident love of souls, could not fail to im- 
press his hearers. Step by step he led them to acknowledge 
the credibility and force of the religion he was presenting; 
and before the winter had passed four of the n];imber had 
publicly confessed themselves disciples of Ohridt. Krisna 
Banerjea, the editor of the Enquirer^ was prominent 
among the converts, and his newspaper was thereafter a 
valuable auxiliary to the missionaries. 

In 1833 Mr. Duff's school numbered 150 pupils. En- 
couraged by such marked success, he called together all the 
missionaries in Calcutta and its neighborhood and submit- 
ted to them apian for forming a college, to be under the 
joint control of all the missions represented in India. It 
was a noble and wise idea, in full harmony with the spirit 
of Christianity, and calculated greatly to advance the cause 
in India ; but the difficulty of truly uniting the Nonconf orm- 
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ist and Established churches proyed an insirperable obsta- 
cle to its fulfilment. Nevertheless he was to have valuable 
and unexpected aid in his work. 

Before the passage of the Beform bill of 1832, the East 
India Company had the right to interfere in all religious 
and educational movements in India — ^a right generally ex- 
ercised by it in support of the Brahmans and their faith. 
After the passage of the bill, which limited the power of the 
company in India, Thomas Babington Macauley, subee- 
quently so celebrated, and who had been very active in { 
procuring the change, was appointed assistant to Lord 
William Bentinck. His future brother-in law, Charles Tre- | 
velyan, accompanied him to India, and their coming gave an 
impetus to the evangelization of the country which con- 
tinued to be felt through many years. They, together with i 
Lord William, then freed from the restraints the Government 
had previously imposed upon him, formed a strong support 
for the cause of missions and Christian education. The 
personal relations between Mr. Duff and the new officials 
were from the first most cordial and friendly; Trevelyan, 
especially, heartily sympathized in all his efforts. 

The question of having the English language taught in 
native colleges had been the most disputed of any in regeu-d 
to educational affairs in India. The measure had always 
been opposed by a majority in the Government, by a strotig 
party of Hindoos, and of Englishmen with oriental tenden- 
cies. Its supporters, before the addition of Macauley and 
Trevelyan, were both fewer in number and less in influence. 
There was still a third party which was in favor of making 
the vernacular the standard language of the schoola Very 
soon after Macauley's arrival in 1834 the controversy came 
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; ap anew* Treveljan and Mr. Duff went into it with zeal and 

I enthusiasm; while Macauley's knowledge of law and dear 
presentation of the case carried great weight. After a stir- 

i ring debate in which Macanlej defended his cause with elo- 

i quence and power, it was finally carried that the English 
language and English literature were to be introduced into 

; all the established colleges under British control. It was 
also decided that caste distinctions should be abolished and 
the schools and colleges freely opened to all classes of 

! scholars. 

It was a great triumph, in which Mr. Duff was acknowl- 
edged to have had a large share. He rejoiced in it as a 
decided step in advance, although it came a little short of 

' his desirea He fully believed that the religions of India 
would succumb to the influence of light and knowledge; and 

I he had hoped that a provision would be made for rightly 
presenting the truths of Christianity to the students. That 
work, however, was left for the church, and her duty in re-* 
gard to it was clearly pointed out to her by Mr. Duff 

The decisions of the counsel were made legal in a 
'* minute ^' by Lord William Bentinck, as head of the Gov- 
ernment, and in a yearns time the number of English schools 
in Bengal and Northern India had doubled. 



CHAPTER V. 

THl INSTITUTION OF THE MEDICAL COLLEGE. MB. DUfT^S 

PASTOBATE OF ST. ANDBEWS. 

IN every direction India seemed to be awakening from her 
i long night of ignorance and superstition. For so many 
centuries had the iron-bound restrictions of Caste held her 
captive, for so many long ages had the veil of Brahman pre- 
judice hung before her eyes, shutting out the dawning 
light of truth, that when a new language opened for her 
windows into worlds of thought and knowledge, hitherto un- 
dreamed of, it was to her like a new birth indeed — a true 
" Benaissanoe.^' 

In no science was she more behind the age than in that of 
medicine. In the early centuries of Indians history, her physi- 
cians were world-famous for knowledge and skill. They alone 
had discovered and explored the mysteries of mesmeric 
force, and in surgery and diseases of the eye they were par- 
ticularly expert; but as the years rolled on, and the minds 
of the people became more and more paralyzed by the increas- 
ing pressure of Brahmanism, the practice of medicine shared 
in the general stagnation; indeed, the physicians were espec- 
ially crippled by one of the fundamental beliefs of Hindoo- 
ism. For a Hindoo to touch a lifeless body was a defilement 
which required long atonement; and how could a physician 
have knowledge of anatomy, or learn the secret causes of 
disease, without the aids afforded by the dissecting room? 

To meet its own needs, the Government bad founded in 
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1822 a "Medical Institution'' in Calcutta, Acting on its usual 
principle, however, the instruction there given was care- 
fully adapted to Hindoo prejudice& Anatomy was taught 
by means of artificial models, or the occasional dissection of 
one of the lower animals, and the English text books used 
were first translated into Bengalee or Arabic. 

After the Ooyemment decision to introduce English into 
the colleges, a committee met to discuss the question .of 
founding an English college of medicine, where all the 
modem discoveries in the science should be taught Mr. 
Duff warmly supported the plan, and his opinion had great 
influenca In order to convince the committee that the 
Hindoo horror of dissection could be overcome, he invited a 
visit to his own school, where he gave them the opportunity 
of examining some of his Brahman pupils. 

The boys were quite unprepared, but their clear, direct 
answers to the examiner's questions gave convincing proof 
that they at least were freed from superstitious prejudice. 

The committee were so well satisfied, that on January 
28, 1835, the Governor General issued an order to abolish 
the existing ''Medical Institution," and to create in its 
stead a new English college of medicine, open to all dassea 
The building in which the new college opened soon proved 
too small for the thousands who sought the instruction it 
afforded ; and that once doubtful experiment is now the larg- 
est medical institution in the world. 

Other medical colleges sprang up in different parts of the 
peninsula, which have sent forth many physicians of learn- 
ing and repute, and from which also have come discoveries 
of rare value to humanity. The alleviation they have 
brought to the physical woes of the millions of India, who 
can estimate? 

Mr* Duff had early learned the value of a truthful presF 
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members paid little heed to its sanctions and requirements. 

One of the members of St. Andrews was the managing 
partner of a business firm which regularly employed five , 
hundred natives. Soon after Mr. Duff had assumed the 
duties of his pastorate, this man presented his child for 
baptism — ^thus giving the pastor an excellent opportunity to 
expostulate with him as to his Sunday habits. Mr. Duff's 
great delicacy and tact always enabled him to utter such 
expostulations without giving offense; and in this case, the 
merchant was so strongly impressed by the kindly sugges- 
tions, that he agreed to try the experiment of closing his 
bnsiness on every seventh day. 

In a short time the unusual act drew the attention of other 
merchants, and little by little it became the custom to close 
places of business one day in seven ; thus opening the way 
for the institution of the English Sabbath. His year of pas- 
toral work also brought him into contact with many English 
and Scotch residents, who had sadly wandered from their 
early beliefs, and yielded to the prevailing laxity and scep- 
ticism ; over many such he exerted a strong influence. He 
possessed in a rare degree that personal magnetism which 
is such a power for good or evil. His inborn kindliness and 
evident love for his brother men drew them to him irresisti- 
bly; gave weight to his appeals; effect to his arguments; and 
secured, even for reproof, a grateful acceptance. At the 
end of the year he resigned his pastorate of St Andrews, 
although urged to continue it. When Doctor Charles came 
from Scotland to succeed him, he found awaiting him a large 
and flourishing church ; in spite of its unhappy past the old 
kirk was destined to have a part in the establishment of 
Ohrist^s kingdom in India. 
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steeple, cock and all ; and then Doctor Bryce, worn oat with the 
years of strife, petitioned for a colleague. So Doctor Brown 
came, fall of hope and zeal ; but his first move, to introduce 
two weekly services instead of one, as had been the time- 
honored custom, raised such a storm that he shortly retired 
from the field, in reality to die. 

In consequence of these unfortunate controversies the 
Kirk of Si Andrews had become a reproach among men. 
When Mr. Duff came to India few people at most gathered 
within its stately walls ; and Doctor Bry ce, half-hearted at best, 
had grown weary of preaching to empty pews. Suddenly 
he decided to return to England, and to drop his burden upon 
Hie nearest available shoulders, which proved to be Mr. 
Duff's. It was a hard task for this already over- worked 
man, with no stock of sermons and no experience in pastoral 
work, to carry such a load as St. Andrews with its steeple, 
its cock, and its history, yet there seemed no alternative. 
Doctor Bryce did not notify him of his departure 
until just as the ship wcus leaving the harbor; and be- 
sides himself there appeared to be no one who could fill the 
breach. He also felt that his countrymen in Calcutta 
needed the influence of their own church, and it was impos- 
sible for him to turn aside from any opportunity to advance 
the cause of his Master. When he began his new duties it 
was with a congregation of only twenty members ; but in less 
than a year the church, which held eight hundred, was 
filled with earnest, devout worshippers. His position as 
officiating pastor also gave him opportunities in other di- 
rections. 

The Christian Sabbath had been almost entirely unob- 
served in Calcutta. It was an unheard of thing to forego a 
pleasure or close a business on its account; and even church 
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members paid Uttle heed to its sanctions and requirements. 

One of the members of St Andrews was the managing 
partner of a business firm which regularly employed five 
hundred natives. Soon after Mr. DnS had assumed the 
duties of his pastorate, this man presented his child for 
baptism — ^thus giving the pastor an excellent opportunity to 
expostulate with him as to his Sunday habits. Mr. DuflTs 
great delicacy and tact always enabled him to utter such 
expostulations without giving offense; and in this case, the 
merchant was so strongly impressed by the kindly sugges- 
tions, that he agreed to try the experiment of closing his 
business on every seventh day. 

In a short time the unusual act drew the attention of other 
merchants, and little by little it became the custom to dose 
places of business one day in seven ; thus opening the way 
for the institution of the English Sabbath. His year of pas- 
toral work also brought him into contact with many English 
and Scotch residents, who had sadly wandered from their 
early beliefs, and yielded to the prevailing laxity and scep- 
ticism ; over many such he exerted a strong influence. He 
pos;9essed in a rare degree that personal magnetism which 
is such a power for good or evil. His inborn kindliness and 
evident love for his brother men drew them to him irresisti- 
bly; gave weight to his appeals; effect to his arguments; and 
secured, even for reproof, a grateful acceptance. At the 
end of the year he resigned his pastorate of St Andrews, 
although urged to continue it When Doctor Charles came 
from Scotland to succeed him, he found awaiting him a large 
and flourishing church; in spite of its unhappy past the old , 
kirk was destined to have a part in the establishment of 
Christ's kingdom in India. 



CHAPTEB VL 

HIS ILLNESS. HIS BETUBN TO SCOTLAND. HIS FIBST ADDBESS 
BEFOBE THE ASSEMBLY, AND ITS BESULTS. 

AFTEB his arrival in India in 1833, Bishop Wilson 
wrote back to England: ''A most interesting moment 
is dawning on India. The natiye mind is at work. Abe- 
ginning of things is already made." It was just at the time 
when Mr. Daff was delivering his last and most popular 
course of lectures on ^' Christianity contrasted with Hindoo- 
ism and Mohammedanism." 

The lectures were regularly att-ended by a large number 
of intelligent Hindoos, who listened with rapt attention and 
went away deeply impressed. No wonder Bishop Wilson 
thought '* a beginning of things" was made! How large a 
share in this awakening was due to Alexander Duff, eterniiy 
only will reveal. The soil was doubtless ready for the 
planting, or the seed sown would not so soon have borne 
fruit; but Duff had given a new impetus to the work. For 
nearly five years he had labored unceasingly ; neglecting no 
opportunity and scorning no task, however humble. But 
this portion of his life in India was drawing toward its close. 
No frame could long endure such exhausting labor. Even 
the strength borrowed from the Grampians could not render 
him impervious to climatic diseases. 

In May, 1833, a fearful cyclone swept over the land, 
causing terrible destruction, and leaving pestilence behind 
it At the time of its passage Mr. Duff was delivering one 
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his absence by other hands, and that his own energies were 
but to be turned into another channel, no less important to 
the ultimate success of his cause. 

For many days the winds and the waves seemed to favor 
his reluctance, for the ship was long delayed in getting a 
start ; indeed, storms pursued them throughout the voyage, 
and it was five months before he again landed on his native 
fihore; it was, however, a good voyage for him, for the sea 
breezes had nearly restored him to health and strength. 

He had not been long in his own land before he realized 
that the five years of his absence had wrought many changes. 
The whole country was in a state of agitation over the gen- 
eral election which followed the first Beform act. The 
religious world was also beginning to be shaken by the in- 
ternal dissensions which shadowed the disruption of the 
Kirk. And, what was most disturbing to Mr. Duff, the 
churches seemed dead to the interests of missions. 

In those five years his old friend Doctor Inglis, and most of 
the others who had formed the first committee, had gone to 
their rest; and their successors knew little, and seemed to 
care less, about the work Mr. Duff had been doing. Only 
Doctor Chalmers remained to listen with interest to the 
story of his life during those years, and to sympathize in 
his enthusiasm. Fresh from his hand-to-hand struggle with 
idolatry and ignorance, and burning with zeal for the work, 
it was very trying to Mr. Duff to meet with indifference to 
his appeals and evasion of his petitions. Except Doctor 
Chalmers, only one man gave him the co-operation and 
sympathy he longed for. John Brown Patterson, the pride 
of the High School and University in Edinburgh, had 
watched his course in India with interest and appreciation. 
Mr. Patterson arranged to have a missionary meeting in his 
own parish of Falkirk, and invited Mr. Duff to preach — an 
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oooasion which aroused great enthusiasm among the people, 
and resulted in a substantial collection for the benefit of the 
Bengal mission. 

From Falkirk the fire spread I Inyitations from other 
places came to Mr. Dufi^ and he was soon fairly launched in 
his effort to arouse the churches to a proper appreciation of^ 
mission work. 

It mast here be stated that during all the weeka he had 
been in Scotland since his return, he had never been officially 
noticed by the committee whose agent he was. He had sent 
full reports of the Falkirk meeting to the chairman, Doctor 
Brunton, but his communications had been received in silence. 
In such circumstances, he was doubtful how to act ; and, while 
hesitating, he received an invitation to attend ia Foreign 
Missionary prayer meeting, held monthly at a private house 
in Edinburgh. 

Being assured that it was an entirely informal gathering, 
Mr. Duff finally consented to be present, and to give a 
familiar talk about India. When he arrived, what was his 
surprise to find a crowded house. For a time he was un- 
certain what to do, but finding that the people had come 
without solicitation, and were eager to hear his story, he 
agreed to remain and address them. The report of the meet- 
ing spread rapidly through the town, and came to the ears 
of Doctor Brunton, who immediately called together the mem- 
bers of the committee and summoned Mr. Duff to appear 
before them to give an account of his actions. He came, 
not knowing wherein he had erred, nor did the members of 
the committee know why they were assembled. Doctor Brun- 
ton arraigned him before them as acting without warrant in 
addressing a meeting without their consent; and urged them, 
in consideration of the unsettled state of the Coulitry, to 
place restrictions on his future course. 
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Mr. Duff replied to the indiotment with an able Btatement 
of his intentions and views. He claimed for himself free* 
dom to make known the needs of missions wherever he had 
opportanity ; and stated that if such liberty was denied him, 
he should withdraw from his existing relations with the 
committee. In reply to his address, every member of the 
committee, except its chairman, silently rose and left the 
room, thus putting an end to further discussion. There 
was nothing left for Doctor 3runton to do but to dismiss 
Mr. Duff ako. 

From that time, he felt himself free to embrace every 
opportunity of presenting his cause to the churches. The 
churches of Scotland were sadly in need of enlightenment as 
to missionary matters. They had no proper sense of their 
duty and responsibility toward them, and no knowledge of 
the details of the work. 

One of Mr. Duff^s objects was to arouse the church at 
home to the importance of establishing branch churches in 
India. Oviring to the lack of such, the native converts were 
led to unite themselves with the Church of England. With 
bis broad views and entire devotion, not to any one denomi- 
nation, but to the Church of Christ universal, it caused him 
no personal bitterness to have his spiritual children joined 
to other communions ; but he felt it a loss to the missions 
of the Scotch Church and so represented it to the 

societies. 

In April, 1835, Doctor Brunton received a proposal from 
the Presbytery in London that Mr. Duff should come and 
present his cause to the churches there. Glad to avail him- 
self of the opportunity, Mr. Duff went ; and after addressing 
many individual congregations, was preparing to meet a con- 
vention from all the churches, when he was . again 3eized 
by his old foe, and obliged to succumb for ikx&^ w^ks to an 
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attack of fever. He rose from that sick bed weakened and 
emaciated, far too ill his friends thought, to resume his 
labors for many weeks. But the meeting of the General 
Assembly was at hand, and he was determined to be present 
at whatever cost to himself. 

He hastened back to Scotland, therefore, to confront an 
Assembly agitated by the general election, engrossed with 
other business, and, at best, totally indifferent to^ anything 
he might have to tell. Nothing daunted, he only awaited 
an opening when he might present his case, for he felt that 
through that Assembly he could best reach and influence all 
the churches and people throughout the land. 

On Monday, May 25th, the opening he had waited for 
came, and, in spite of his great physical weakness and the 
expostulations of physicians and friends, he instantly took 
advantage of it He rose not knowing what he should say, 
but depending entirely on Ghrisf s promise of wisdom and 
strength. At first he seemed physically unequal to the 
task; but warming with the sight of his audience and the 
thought of the scenes he was to describe, he forgot all else, 
and for nearly three hours, until he sank from exhaus- 
tion, poured forth such a stream of eloquence that 
his hearers sat spell-bound, and at its close melted into 
tears. 

For long years that speech served as a model of rhetoric 
and oratory. The venerable Doctor Stewart compared it 
favorably with the eloquence of Pitt and Fox. The speaker 
himself, however, was unconscious of his power; herein lay 
its secret: it flowed, pure and fervid, from his inmost soul, 
free from affectation, free from all thought of sell He 
thought only of the tale he had to tell ; he remembered that 
beautiful land- across the seas, enslaved by ignorance and 
base iSip^rdUtio^ ; he thought of its people, groaning under 
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the rigid exactions of an unscrupulous priesthood, knowing 
no better object to worship than a god of wood or stone, 
starving for the spiritual bread which his own land possessed 
in abundance; and his thoughts found utterance in words 
that went direct to the hearts of his hearers. 

The practical results of that address were various, the 
effect on the Assembly being the most important. The re« 
port of Mr. Duff's marvellous eloquence spread through all 
Scotland, preparing an enthusiastic reception for him in all 
parts of the land. On the strength of the reputation thus 
gained, Marischal College at Aberdeen decreed him a Doc- 
torate of Divinity, and vacant livings in both cities and 
country were pressed upon him for acceptance. 

Among the most pressing and persistent of such claimants 
was the Church of Old Greyfriars, Edinburgh, Every argu- 
ment was brought to bear, every inducement offered to per- 
suade him to forsake his chosen work, and devote his great 
gifts to the church at home. To all such temptations h^ 
turned a deaf ear. It pained him that any one should sup- 
pose it possible that after once consecrating his life to mis- 
sion work he could for a moment contemplate forsaking it. 
In answer, he presented yet more forcibly the needs of India 
and the duty of the church concerning them; upon himself 
no claims could be more pressing, no obligations greater or 
more sacred; and so the voice of patrons with livings to 
offer, or of congregations seeking a pastor, fell unheeded on 
bis ears. 



CHAPTER Vn. 

FIRST AND SIOOND OAMPAiaNS IN SCOTLAND. 8S0OND VISIT TO 

ENGLAND. BETUBN TO INDIA. 

DOCTOB DUFF, as he had now become, had a clearly 
defined plan for his work in Scotland, which he dnlj 
submitted to the committee for approval. He wished to visit 
in person all the presbyteries and congregations in the coun- 
try, in the hope of enlisting their sympathy and aid for 
India. Sach a tour was an unusual thing, and at first the 
committee regarded it as impracticable. Later on, however, 
he received permission to make the attempt, and set out 
upon his first campaign as soon as his strength permitted 
For six months he travelled constantly, and visited almost 
*' every town and district from Solney to Orkney." 

Many of the places on his route had never before heard 
the voice of a missionary; but everywhere he was cordially 
received, and his appeals met with such a hearty response, 
that the annual revenue for foreign missions was soon 
increased six thousand pounds. In all his journeying he 
firmly maintained his position as of " no party." He felt 
strongly that the work of missions should be absolutely un- 
sectarian, and that all Christians of whatever creed should 
unite in sending the gospel to heathen lands. He stead- 
fastly refused to become involved in any discussions or dis- 
sensions, and he thus influenced many opposing parties to for- 
get their differences and to sit down together in brotherly love. 

40 
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During the first few months of bis tour he made a point 
of addressing three presbyteries each week, and in almost 
every one he organized a missionary society; bat his labors 
were again interrupted by another attack of fever, after 
which he was obliged to travel more slowly. Before starting 
on his journey he had established his family at Edradour, 
near Pitlocbrie, and there he returned at the end of six 
months to recruit his strength. Although he longed to re- 
turn to India, his repeated attacks of fever warned him that 
it was not yet wise to do so. 

The following year he again set forth on a yet more ex- 
tended visitation of the churches. Beginning in his own 
county he proved an exception to the rule that a prophet is 
unhonored in his own place. Qreat crowds gathered to hear 
him, and the enthusiasm spread even among the children. 
Donations poured in from every' quarter, and the fame of his 
eloquence filled the land. Nor was it confined to Scotland. 
The report of the work he was doing there, and of the 
catholicity of spirit which he displayed, reached London, 
and decided the '^ Church of England Missionary Society '^ to 
invite him to address its annual meeting. 

Doctor Duff cordially accepted this invitation — ^was indeed 
glad to appear before that society , as his relations with its 
representatives in India had always been most friendly. 
After his address in London, which gave unbounded satis- 
faction, he was invited to visit Cambridge as a guest of Mr. 
Carus. Those days in the beautiful old town formed one of 
the sweetest memories of his life. There he at last met 
Simeon, the man whom he had always regarded as his spirit- 
ual father; and. although the venerable man was very near the 
end of his sojourn on earth, his memory was unimpaired, and 




^)€^|^wgtt«[aif|^i7 was also 

'■■^*'*-**— -**-*-*-'^l and mingle 
(^ walls and 




wdlind^M^Hitiirned with 
#wlglB4||iN.«t#rsd vise to 



I opporttmity 



'^^^U&^yS^''^^^^^' to a 



- »:*:-'IJI 



..4./ 






-ggtVi land citizena. 

■^S^**" England. 
"" If ppBf Ration of the 
tjg^^Bisted on his 
dpt^^^tat Edradoor, 
:g)if^ j^lSw weeks at a 
^{f^^g^^ia heart was 
_ ^«chool in Oal- 
)*^^^^ constant and 
absence only 
S^him in Scot- 
-- ly addressed 
i^^i^^eds of con- 
all sorts of 
and larking 
[sMel than those 
i^E It was not 




ALEXANDEB BUFF. 43 

only money he Bought, but men — men who would give them- 
selves to the work in India! Among the many who respond- 
ed to his call, one of the most notable was John Anderson, 
the subsequent founder of the '^ General Assembly Institu- 
tion^' in Madras. That institution was modeled on the plan 
of Doctor Duff's in Calcutta, and became the nucleus of the 
great Ohristian College of Southern India, which is still in 
successful operation. The best and noblest in the land were 
those claimed by him for the mission field ; he strove by every 
means, sometimes even by denunciation, by prophecy, by 
satire and ridicule, to rouse them to sacrifice and self -con- 
secration. 

In his second grand address before the Assembly of 1837, 
he thus explains his desires: ^' Let it never be forgotten that, 
as the Government schemes of education uniformly exclude 
religious instruction, this may only be a change from a 
stagnant superstition to a rampant infidelity. What, then, is 
to be done? Are the Christians of Great Britain to stand 
idly aloof and view th6 onward march of the spirit of inno- 
vation in the East as unconcerned and indifferent spectators? 
Forbid it,* gracious Heaven 1 What, then, is to be done? 
* * * * Wherever a Government seminary is founded, 
which shall have the effect of demolishing idolatry and super- 
stition, and thereby clearing away a huge mass of rubbishy 
there let us be prepared to plant a Christian institution, that 
shall, through the blessing of Heaven, be the instrument of 
rearing the beauteous superstructure of Christianity on the 
ruins of all false philosophy and false religion. Wherever 
a Government library is established, that shall have the 
effect of creating an insatiable thirst for knowledge; /Aere 
let UB be forward in establishing our depositories of Bibles 
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and other religious publications, that may saturate the ex- 
panding minds of Indian youth with the life-giying princi- 
ples of eternal truth." The closing part of the address con- 
tains words which are equally applicable to our own days of 
conflict between science and religion: ''Let us thus hail 
true literature and true science as our very best auxiliaries—* 
whether in Scotland, or in India, or any other quarter of the 
habitable globe. But in receiving these as friendly allies 
into our sacred territory, let us resolutely determine that 
they shall never, never, be allowed to usurp the throne, and 
wield a tyrant's sceptre over it" 

Those wanderings through the highways and byways of 
Scotland had given Doctor Duff a clearer idea of the degen- 
eracy and degradation of the Kirk than he could have gained 
in any other way. The system of ** livings " and the subjec- 
tion of the church to patronage, and state laws, were under- 
mining her foundations, and rendering her useless for good. 
Only twice in his circuits had he met with rudeness and 
opposition; but he had seen enough to convince him that a 
large part of the incumbents, especially those in the rural 
parishes, were totally unlit to minister in the Church of 
Christ. 

According to his statements, heterodoxy was the least of 
the evils which were sapping the life of that Kirk, whose 
founders had suffered and died for the preservation of the 
truth in its purity. Many of its ministers were abettors of 
poachers and smugglers, in several cases the manse itself 
secreting and sheltering the contraband goods. Most of 
them were addicted to the too free use of liquor, and in too 
many instances the parson was the leader in tavern brawl& 
Such men were imposed on the congregations without their 
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concurrence or consent, and when once established only 
death could loosen their hold. No wonder that spiritually- 
minded men, like Doctor Chalmers and his coadjutors, felt 
that a separation from such disgrace was inevitable. His 
five years in Scotland prepared Doctor Duff also for the Dis- 
ruption. 

In the early part of 1888 he again began preparations 
for a return to India, but his physician again interposed, and 
begged him to retire to some quiet place for a long period of 
rest. He therefore spent the autumn and winter at Edra- 
dour» exchanging the pulpit for the press and diffusing his 
views by means of his pen. As a result of three years of 
labor at home, the revenue for missions in 1839 was four- 
teen times larger than in 1834, and schools and chapels were 
multiplying rapidly. Daring that period, also, he had sent 
four volunteers to India, two of them to the assistance of 
Ewart and Mackay in Calcutta; an address of his also gave 
the impetus to the organization of the first Ladies^ Mission- 
ary Society in Scotland, its object being to assist in tlie edu- 
cation of women in India; and before his departure for 
India he delivered and published a series of very brilliant 
lectures on '* India and, India Missions,'* which included 
sketches of the gigantic system of Hindooism, both in 
theory and practice. The first edition of the book was soon 
exhausted: it is still a valuable historical work. 

As the spring of 1839 approached, he saw that the time 
had at last come when he could safely resume his labors in 
India. In the Assembly of that year he took leave of the 
country and the church in a stirring and pathetic address, 
and little did he think that he should never again speak be- 
fore that Assembly as a minister of the Established Kirk of 
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Scotland. Had he known it, so deep was bis attacbment to 
that church of his fathers, notwithstanding her back-sliding, 
it would have cost him an fulded pang to utter those words 
of farewell. His friends and numerous admirers desired to 
give him a public dinner before his departure in recognition 
of his services. The banquet he declined; but proposed in its 
stead, some religious services, where he could receiye the 
blessing and advice of his dear old friend, Doctor Ohalmers. 
The suggestion was accepted, and a great audience gathered 
in St George's Church, Edinburgh, to hear Scotland's great- 
est orator address in words of eloquence and power, her first, 
greatest, and almost equally eloquent missionary. 

Doctor Duff's last farewells were to his own people at 
Moulin, and to his four children. The latter were to remain in 
Scotland, and as it proved he was not to be re-united to them 
for eleven years. In the autumn of 1839 he and Mrs. Duff 
started a second time for India by the Overland ronte. a jour- 
ney which usually occupied only six weeks, but on which he 
was himself delayed a month at Cairo. His course lay 
through countries which were new to him ; and with his mind 
always open to fresh impressions, he thoroughly enjoyed 
every moment of the journey. 

At Alexandria he assisted in the dedication of the first 
English Church. During the delay at Cairo, he made a 
careful study of the surrounding country, and of the co^i- 
dition of the Egyptians, making his observations public in a 
valuable treatise. He also employed part of his spare time 
in an effort to re-animate the Coptic Church, and in a visit 
to Mt Sinai. 

Although somewhat hurried, the time thus spent in re- 
tracing the wanderings of the God-direCted people, was a 
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season of true refreshment to Doctor Duff. With his viyid 
imagination and thoroughly informed mind he could repro- 
duce each event, and follow every step of those momentous 
joumeyings. Almost immediately on his return from Sinai 
he proceeded on his way toward Calcutta, stopping en-route 
at Bombay and Madras. Just before his arrival at the for- 
mer place, the native population had been convulsed by the 
conversion to Christianity of two Farsee students. The 
parents of the other pupils in the mission schools had grown 
alarmed and withdrawn their children from such contamin- 
ating influences; so that the number of scholars was reduced 
from 260 to 50. The missionaries were much disheartened, 
and Doctor DufTs advice and sympathy were of great value 
to them. At Madras, where he spent only five days, he 
found Mr. Anderson and Mr. Johnston, his two recruits from 
Scotland, deeply engaged in the affairs of the infant college. 
To them also his presence was an encouragement, and he 
further helped them by an address to the students. On his 
&nal arrival off Calcutta, after a seven weeks voyage from 
Bombay, he was again greeted by a furious cyclone which 
nearly wrecked his vessel ; a disturbance in nature which fitly 
presaged the political tempest which was already gathering 
over India. 



CHAPTER Vni. 

OOHMENOEMENT OF HIS SECOND TEBM IN INDIA. 

HABDLY was Doctor Duff re-settled in Calcutta, when he 
became involyed in a controversy of tongue and pen 
with the Government The effects of the victory won by 
Macauley during Lord William Bentinck's administration, 
by which Government funds were withdrawn from the 
support of heathen literature, had been nullified by the ac';;8 
of Lord William^s successor, Lord Auckland. The latter 
was weak and easily influenced, and had yielded to the once 
beaten Orientalists in repealing the decision of his predeces- 
sor. The battle therefore re-commenced, to continue through 
Doctor DufTs life, and beyond ii Christian England was 
again lending her influence "to the support of heathendom; 
and not even yet has the Government of India fully deolared 
itself on th^ side of truth and Christianity. 

Nevertheless, although after his long absence Doctor 
Duff saw many things which were disturbing, he also found 
many which were encouraging to offset them. On every 
hand he was surprised by evidences of gain and progress, 
visible results of those ten years of missionary effort 
Among these, one of the first to arrest his attention was the 
new and handsome church, which had been especially erected 
for his old friend and earliest convert, Bev. Krishna Baner- 
jea. The whole ministerial career of the former free-think- 
ing editor of the Enquirer presents a striking testimony to 
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&e power of Christianity. His Brahman education only the 
better fitted him to cope with Hindoo prejudices ; whilst his 
own conversion from infidelity to the knowledge of the truth 
as it is in Jesus, gave him peculiar influence over those 
seeking the light His long years of faithful labor were 
crowned with abundant fruit The practical results of the 
naedical college were, also, apparent in the numerous sign- 
boards of trained physicians and apothecaries. 

But the greatest encouragement was to be found in Doc- 
tor DufTs own institution. His assistants had not been idle 
during his absence, and the contrast between that flourishing 
college of 1840, and the struggling school of 1830, filled his 
heart with joy and thankfulness. The fine college building, 
with the commodious mission house adjoining, surrounded 
by spacious grounds and fully equipped with all appliances 
needed for educational purposes, presented a contrast indeed 
to the small room with its meager furnishing in which the 
prosperous institution had its birth. Instead of the single- 
handed contest with opposition and ignorance, four compe- 
tent assistants now stood at his side, ready in every way to 
second his efforts and carry out his plans. In place of the 
score or so of timid and suspicious pupils, the large rooms 
were filled with enthusiastic students, numbering six or 
seven hundred, already well trained in most of the English 
branches, and eager to undertake more difficult tasks. The 
schemes viewed at the outset with such distrust and disap- 
proval by almost everyone, had proved so successful in oper- 
ation that they had gained the respect of all, and had been 
adopted by many. To few men is it granted as fully as to 
Doctor Duff, to see and enjoy the fruit of their labors. In 
those ten years of activity, he had apparently laid a founda- 
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tion, firm and broad, on which he had bat to build for the 
remainder of his life. In those ten years he had accom- 
plished as much as do many men in a lifetime. Few, per- 
haps, haye so entirely consecrated all their talents to the 
Master's service, and few hare been more richly endowed. 

Notwithstanding the faithfulness of his colleagues whilst 
he was in Scotli^nd, it was but natural that his return should 
infuse fresh animation into the college. His first work was to 
reorganize it in such respects as the increased numbers made 
necessary; his second, to arrange a system for training the 
native teachers to be effective helpers. He also started 
Sunday Bible classes for clerks who were occupied during 
the week days. These classes were largely attended, and 
continued in operation for three years, the result being that 
almost all of those who attended them expressed their intel- 
lectual acceptance of Christianity ; although only one among 
them had left all to follow Christ. It was, indeed, a great 
and serious thing for those Hindoo lads (even if intellectu- 
ally convinced) to renounce home and parents and friends, 
and to go out into the world outcast and accursed. Those 
who did so gave an indubitable proof of the reality of their 
conversion; for who, except in the strength of the Spirit, 
could find courage to face the persecutions and sacrifices 
which inevitably followed the renunciation of the faith of 
their fathers? 

In addition to these Sunday classes. Doctor Duff arranged 
to hold meetings on the week-day evenings for the students 
who had left college. He lectured to them, or read with 
them the best literature, hoping thereby to imbue their 
minds with high and noble thoughts. Although he had not 
been personally active on behalf of the Hindoo women, 
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except to use his influesce for the repeal of laws injoriouq 
to their liberty, his sympathies had always been enlisted in 
the efforts to educate them. With the eye of a prophet he 
saw in the time to come, entire Hindoo families sitting 
down together in the house of the Lord. He confidently 
expected the day when educated Hindoos would desire their 
wires to be educated also. He greatly rejoiced in every 
step toward that end, and when one of his own early converts 
came with his Christian wife to present their children in 
baptism, it seemed as though the looked-f or day had already 
dawned. 

Among all these causes of joy and hopefulness, connected 
with his work, came also a great personal sorrow. One of 
his own little children, far away in Scotland, was taken to 
its eternal home. The grief of the absent parents was, most 
naturally, intense, but great as was the blow they accepted 
it as they did all other things from the hand of their Lord, 
with loving acquiescence; nor did they long allow their 
sorrow to interrupt their work. In the vacation of 1840-41 
Doctor Duff was called upon to turn his attention to a new 
field. When he first came to India'^in 1830, he had gone to 
a town fifty miles north of Calcutta, with the idea of there 
opening his school. But as he subsequently decided that 
Calcutta itself was the proper place, he had taken no further 
measures relating to Krishnaghur. Two years after his 
investigations, however, the Church Missionary Society 
selected that district as a promising field, and established a 
school in the county town. During the next six years their 
work grew in a marvellous manner. Whole villages in the 
neighborhood applied for instruction in Christian truths, 
which resulted in the baptism of thousands of Hindoos, and 
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eren Mohammedans, who showed the sincerity of iheir con- 
fession bj brayely enduring persecntions and depriyations. 
The good impressions already made were further strength- 
ened by a season of famine, during which the missionaries 
did so much to relieve the distressed that it gained still 
greater fayor for their cause. In 1838 everything seemed 
to promise the establishment of a strong and spiritual native 
church. Nine hundred were baptized at one time, and new 
conversions were occurring every day. But, unfortunately, 
before the new church was quite strong enough to stand 
alone the missionaries deserted the field, and the new con- 
verts, left to themselves, gradually relapsed into old ways. 

Side by side with this Ohristian church had sprung up 
another sect, which had attracted many adherents by its 
promises to remove disease. Its founder, a cowherd of the 
adjacent village of Ghospara, claimed for himself the divine 
right to receive worship and offerings ; and one of its promi- 
nent objects was to abolish the distinctions of caste. Its fol- 
lowers called themselves Kharta-bhajas, or worshippers of 
the Creator; but liberty among them was fast becoming 
license, when Doctor Duff began a careful study of their 
beliefs, with the idea of starting a mission for their benefit. 

He spent parts of the years 1841-42 on the spot as the 
guest of the resident missionary, and as a result of his inves- 
tigations decided to found mission schools at Culna, just 
across the river from Elrishnaghur, and at Ghospara, a short 
distance below it The latter place was the headquarters of 
the Kharta-bhajas, and the residence of their founder, 
" Gooroo," as he was called. Doctor Duff was received by 
that great personage with friendly simplicity, and given by 
him the lease of land on which to erect the new school. The 
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next question for consideration was the appointment of the 
right men to undertake the charge of the missions: and such 
Doctor Duff found in two of his own converts who had a 
short time before been ordained to the ministry . The na- 
tive born preachers almost invariably had an influence with 
their fellow-countrymen, which foreigners could not attain. 
Speaking as they did from the vantage ground of knowl- 
edge and personal experience of the beliefs they were com- 
batting, their words had added weight and greater power to 
move the hearts of their hearers: it was desirable, therefore, 
to use them as far as possible in the branch schools. The 
new missions being thus fairly established, Doctor Duff 
returned to Calcutta for the college term of 1843. There, 
after a season of unusual interest, marked by the conversion 
of four very bright and influential young Hindoos, the term 
closed with every prospect of a yet more successful future. 
With but one exception the students of the college who had 
publicly confessed Christianity, had thus far made a noble 
record. Twelve of the most promising had consecrated 
themselves to active service for Christ, either as teachers or 
preachers. Three out of the number who had entered the 
ministry were early called from their labors to receive re- 
ward in Heaven ; two being the above mentioned young mis- 
sionaries who undertook the work at Culna and Ghospara. It 
seemed that Doctor Duff had reason to look forward to the 
reopening in 1844, as the commencement of a still greater 
ingathering. Other things however, were in store for him- 
self and his beloved institution; great events were pending 
both in Scotland and India. 

The storm which had long been gathering over the Kirk of 
Scotland broke in 1843 ; but India's day of reckoning was 
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longer delayed. We are only concerned with those events 
in BO far as they affected Doctor Duff and his work. The 
troubles in Scotland seemed to tear him up by the roots, and 
to set him adrift from the landmarks of a lifetime; those in 
India, although more terrifying, were to him personally less 
revolutionary and disastrous. The causes of events have 
often to be sought for under the accumulations of ages ; but 
the causes for the great disruption of the Established Kirk of 
Scotland are quickly apparent in the growing irritation of 
its people under the system which so frequently imposed 
upon them as spiritual guides men unworthy even to name 
the name of Christ, and in the sense of degradation and 
wrong which filled the minds of the more spiritual among its 
members and clergy. It was all due to the system of pat- 
ronage, whose results they were no longer willing to endure; 
and from which they at last broke away in a mighty exodus, 
to form out of the sadly diminished and crippled old Kirk 
the great Free Church of Scotland. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE DISBUPTION OF THE EIBE OF SOOTLAKD AND ITS EFFECT 

ON THE MISSION WOBE. 

ACOOBDING to the early constitution of the Kirk of Scot- 
land, the right of the congregations to ''call'' their own 
ministers had been carefully protected. Even after the Act 
of Parliament of 1712, which restored the system of patron- 
age, the people were guarded against the intrusion of un- 
popular candidates by their consent being made necessary 
to the validity of the installation. At that time the nomi- 
nation of the patron must first be submitted to the congre- 
gation, and if it met with the approval of the majority, it was 
then passed to the Presbytery for further action. Even at 
the installation itself an opportunity was afforded for the 
presentation of objections, and only in case of none being 
offered was the ceremony concluded. 

Through the early half of the century these forms had 
been carefully observed, and in many cases a nominee of 
the patron had been rejected utterly by a congregation; 
but in the latter half great laxity prevailed, even among the 
ministry, and the will of the people came to be so entirely 
ignored that, after many fruitless appeals to the General 
Assembly, they sometimes retaliated by illegal acts. In 
some memorable cases they had carried resistance so far 
that the patron's presentee could only be installed at the 
"point of the bayonet" 

In the early years of this present century, owing largely 
to the influence of Doctors Chalmers and Thomson, a greater 
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^ee of spirituality had spread abroad among the churches, 
party had also arisen among the clergy who sought a 
[nedy, although a mild one, for the prevailing evils; whilst 
other party of extremists desired the total abolishment of 
9 whole system of "livings" and "patronage." 
The subject was brought before the General Assembly of 
33, in the form of overtures from several of the Presby- 
ries; but as no motion could be carried, it was held over 
itil 1834, when it was again presented by an increased 
imber. After a long and able discussion, the matter took 
ape in what was called the " Veto Law," which provided 
at the installation of a nominee could be prevented by the 
S3eni of the majority of the male communicants. 
Doctor Chalmers had advised that previous to the passage 
this act by the Assembly, it should be ascertained whether 
ere existed any legal impediment in the way of its execa- 
)n. But that representative body of the ancient and 
dependent Kirk of Scotland would not believe that any 
lestion could arise as to its right to regulate all the 
)iritual affairs of the church. The new law was, therefore, 
erely submitted to Parliament after its adoption by the 
ssembly, and, meeting with no opposition, it was considered 
be in force. 

Very soon the matter was put to the test A presentation 
IS made to the vacant living of Auchterarder, which met 
th opposition from five-sixths of the male communicants; 
d, finding them uninfluenced by factious motives, the 
esby tery refused to install the nominee in accordance with 
i "Veto Act" To the surprise of all, the case was 
mediately carried by the patron into the civil courts, which 
sided that the Assembly had exceeded its rights in passing 
$h a law, and that the rejected presentee was duly entitled 
the living. 
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Then began the real conflict between Church and State, 
which ended in the disruption of the relations between them. 
The Assembly submitted its case to the House of Lords, only 
to find that they sustained the action of the lower courts; 
more than this, in a more detailed argument of the points 
, at issue, they left the patrons of livings entirely untram- 
meled as to their presentations, except where the presentee 
failed to meet the requirements of the Presbytery in "lit- 
erature, life, and morals/' Such a decision struck a blow at 
the spiritual jurisdiction of the Church, and left her with 
fewer rights and prerogatives than any secular corporation. 

The Assembly immediately succeediiig this action of the 
House of Lords presented a scene of the most intense ex- 
citement. The majority of the members felt that the very 
foundation principles of their church were threatened; but 
having a still higher court to which they could appeal, they 
suspended all further proceedings until the British Parlia- 
ment could pass judgment on the case. To follow all the 
successive steps which led up to the final catastrophe; to 
enumerate the individual points of collision between the 
ecclesiastical and civil courts during the four years imme- 
diately preceding the disruption, is beyond the limits of 
this biography. Enough has been told to show the princi- 
ples involved. The true blow to the Scotch Establishment 
came &om within ; it was really dealt by her own children* 
If she could have presented a tmited and unbroken front to 
the encroachments of the secular power, nothing could have 
prevailed against her; but according to the eternal law a 
''house divided against itself must fall. 

Two parties were contending. The one, greatly in the 
minority, siding with the civil courts and upholding their 
decrees, even when directed against strictly spiritual meas- 
ures; the other, making every effort toward a peaceable 
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adjustment, whioh did not invoWe the surrender of a princi- 
ple, but determined rather to go out from the church of 
their fathers than to yield obedience in spiritual matters to 
any but its true head and founder, Jesus Christ. 

Such was the situation in 1843. The appeals to Parlia- 
ment had been repeatedly evaded, or if a motion was pre- 
sented in regard to them, it was of such a nature that the 
Assembly could not consistently agree to it. Finally, after 
five years of vacillation, the Government refused to interfere 
with any action of the civil courts. 

This left the' Church without defense against their repeat- 
ed encroachments, which became more and more intolerable. 
The Evangelical party felt that the end was near — ^the time 
for decisive measures at hand. As a preliminary step, a con- 
vention was called at Edinburgh in 1842 to express in some 
positive form their intentions and views. Four hundred and 
fifty ministers from all parts of the country met at the ap- 
pointed time, and , after six days of harmonious and prayer- 
ful consideration, signed a Memorial to the Government, in 
which they stated their solemn determination to withdraw 
from the Established Church of Scotland, and to relinquisli 
all her temporal benefits, unless entire freedom from subjec- 
tion to the civil courts in things spiritual was assured to 
her and them. The answer was not long delayed^ and 
was distinct and unequivocal: The Church of Scotland 
had, and could have, no rights independent of the 
State. 

Nothing remained for the Evangelical leaders to do, but to 
prepare for the final act of separation. This was done by 
extensive canvassing among those who would join in the dis- 
ruption, which met with such sympathy and success that the 
" Free Church of Scotland " was organized before it came 
into existence. The opening day of the General Assembly 
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of 1843 was the time chosen for the decisive act. Great 
interest and agitation prevailed among all classes, although 
neither the Government nor the Moderate party really be- 
lieved that more than a small minority would carry out their 
threatened withdrawal. The old town of Edinburgh was 
filled with expectant crowds, and on the momentous day all 
business and amusements were alike suspended. 

The hour for opening the Assembly arrived; and when 
the members entered their hall in the regular order, they 
found it filled with spectators. After the usual opening 
exercises, the Moderator of the previous Assembly solemnly 
arose, again set forth the principles on which the Evangelical 
party was acting, and the reasons for its withdrawal. Then, 
amid a breathless silence, ministers to the number of four 
hundred and seventy quietly arose and marched from the 
building, immediately followed by a large number of elders 
and laymen. So was effected the great Disruption of the 
time-honored Kirk of Scotland; an event unique in the 
anncJs of Ohurch history : one which reflects lasting honor 
on all those who resigned homes and support for themselves 
and their families, and went forth they knew not to what 
future, rather than surrender one jot or tittle of what they 
believed right 

4 

During all these disturbances at home. Doctor Duff had 
maintained a discreet neutrality; indeed, he had always kept 
SO carefully aloof from all parties and controversies that even 
his friends could not predict to which side he would adhere 
in the approaching crisis. His traditions and prejudices 
were all on the side of the Establishment, but no man knew 
better than he the evils which had arisen from State 
patronage. 

In the first excitement following the Disruption, the ar- 
rangements in regard to the mission work were superseded 
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by the many questions which daily came up and demanded 
immediate answers. It was not until three months after 
the event that the Free Ohurch found herself at liberty to 
consider the subject of missions. Then, through Doctor 
Brown, she communicated with the missionaries in India, 
pledging herself to continue the work begun there, and inyit- 
ing their adherence and co-operation. At the same time Doc- 
tor Brunton wrote on behalf of the Establishment, express- 
ing the hope of himself and his committee, that the relations 
between themselves and the missionaries should continue. 
The time had come for Doctor Duff to speak ; his decision 
had long been made. He himself says that he never had a 
moment's hesitation in regard to the principles involved, but 
he does not claim that it cost him no struggle to follow his 
convictions. It was but natural that he should shrink from 
a step which entailed such great sacrifices. Disruption with 
the Establishment meant for him the severance of some of 
his oldest and closest ties. Many of his friends still retained 
their connection with it, and the most sacred associations of 
his life were linked with that ancient bulwark of his father- 
land. More than that, it meant a surrender of the apparent 
results of (lis thirteen years of labor and waiting. The fine 
college buildings with their complete equipment, in which 
he had taken such pleasure and pride, must pass into other 
hands; and even the students he had gathered around him, 
and over whom he watched with such fatherly care, might 
also withdraw from him, and he would be forced to begin 
anew, and rebuild from the foundations. 

But a still more practical difficulty presented itself. Al- 
though the Free Ohurch had promised to continue the work 
in India, it was yet doubtful whether enough money could be 
raised to meet the home needs; and how could her mission- 
aries count on the support and assistance they had previously 
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enjoyed ? In spite of all these perplexities and temptations, 
however, the fourteen missionaries in India, and f bremost 
among them Doctor Doff and his associates, sent an immediate 
and hearty response to the overtures of the Free Church. 

"While waiting for further instructions from Scotland, he 
and his colleagues formed a provisional committee and rent- 
ed the Free Mason's hall in which to hold services, with 
Bey. Mr. MacDonald as temporary pastor. Doctor Duff was 
chosen by his brethren to give a '* public exposition '' of the 
grounds for the disruption, and their own reasons for adher- 
ence to the Free Ohurch. In accordance with their wishes, 
he delivered four lectures on the subject of '' Christ's Head- 
ship over His own Church,^' which so enlisted the interest 
and sympathy of the Scotch and English residents in Cal- 
cutta, that they freely gave both donations and offers of as- 
sistance. The leading physician in India placed a generous 
sum in Doctor Duff's hands to be used as he thought best, 
and with the promise of more when needed. Among tho^e 
who cast in their lot with the infant congregation were two 
judges, one English and one Scotch, who had formerly be- 
longed to the Church of England. Many of the members, 
and nearly all of the elders of St Andrews Kirk, also trans- 
ferred their connection to the new organization. 

There was, therefore, a sufficient nucleus to form a church, 
and immediate steps were taken toward the erection of a 
suitable building for worship. In the meantime the services 
were held in the new Doveton College. Five thousand 
pounds were donated for the church building, which was 
modelled after the designs of a Captain of the Engineers; 
but, unfortunately, the entire structure fell to the ground the 
very day before it was ready for occupancy. Of course the 
disappointment was great, but with undaunted courage the 
building was recommenced and finally the present edifice 
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was completed, and is still pronounced the prettiest in Cal- 
cutta. 

While awaiting final adjustmisnts, Doctor Duff had con- 
tinued to occupy the college buildings; but he knew that 
sooner or later the question must arise as to their possession. 
The money for them had mostly been raised by his personal 
exertions and in equity the Church he espoused seemed to 
haye the best title to them* Not wishing, however, to have 
further discussion on minor points, the committee of the 
Free Church made a fair and friendly offer to the committee 
of the Establishment to pay a just equiyalent for the college 
and its belongings. It was also proposed that the Estab- 
lished Cnurch should choose another field for her operations, 
and leave Calcutta to those already in possession. 

The proposals were fair and equitable, and made with a 
true regard to the general interests of mission work. The 
Establishment of twenty years later would have agreed to 
^em without hesitation; but the Establishment of 1844 was 
still smarting from the blow dealt by the Disruption, and evil 
counsels prevailed. Instead of replying to the offer of the 
Free Church in a Christian spirit, the committee appointed 
a representative to investigate the case, who knew nothing of 
the circumstances, and whose first act was publicly to im- 
pugn Doctor Duff's honesty and honor. Doctor Duff's re- 
ply to this unexpected attack was eloquent and strong, but 
full of Christian love and forbearance. In it, although be 
clearly stated his claims to the library and scientific appara- 
tus of the Calcutta College, as largely bought with funds 
given to him for his personal use, he resigned all such rights, 
rather than bring discredit on the Church of Christ by far- 
ther coniaroversy among its members. The problem of how 
to accommodate the college and students in the event of losing 
^he present buildings was a difficult one to solve ; but he still 
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had in his possession four hundred pounds of the money 
raised in Scotland, and a further gift of a thousand pounds 
enabled him to buy a tract of land owned by the Govern- 
luent. 

Eventually that ground was used as the site for the new 
mission houses, but at first Doctor Duff's generosity pre- 
vented his taking advantage of it As it adjoined the grounds 
of the old college, he feared lest it should interfere with the 
success of the Establishment missions, and therefore sought 
for temporary quarters elsewhere. After diligent search a 
place was found which could be rented for the purpose, and 
there the college re-opened in March, 1844, with the same 
teachers and missionaries, and over one thousand students. 

The action of the Establishment committee in thus evict- 
ing the missionaries from the building, for which they had 
labored so long, aroused indignation and sympathy in every 
direction. Friends in Scotland sent donations for a library 
for the new building, and a fine telescope was added as an 
individual gif i Even from New York came a liberal con- 
tribution of five hundred pounds, which went far toward the 
subsequent .erection of the new college. Altogether the 
donations in one year amounted to three thousand four hun- 
dred pounds. But no less grateful to the feelings of Doctor 
Duff and his brethren was the sympathy and brotherly love 
displayed by their fellow missionaries in Calcutta. All 
those of the Protestant Churches united in an address, in 
which they expressed their appreciation of the work done by 
their Scotch brethren, and their earnest hope that they 
woxdd continue among them for long years to come. 

So the dark cloud of disruption had a silver lining for 
India; and the blow which threatened to paralyze the mis- 
sions there only stimulated them to greater activity and 
renewed life. 
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CHAPTEB X. 

BAPTISMS AMD HINDOO OPPOSITION. STATION AT BANSBEBIA. 

I 

THE term of 1844-45 was a season of unusual spiritual 
actirity. The first baptism in the new college was that 
of a lad who had been in Doctor Duff's school in 1889, but 
had been withdrawn during a time of alarm among the na- 
tivesy caused by the conversion of several of his class-mates, | 
During those six years the grain of truth sown in the mis- 1 
sion school had silently worked in the heart of the young \ 
Hindoo, until it finally drove him to renounce his faith, to ; 
brave persecution anil the loss of home, and to declare him- ; 
self a Christian. His baptism was but the first of many,, 
some of them attended by circumstances of peculiar interest. | 
One of the most notable converts was Gooroo Das Maitra, ' 
who later became the pastor of the Bengalee Presby- \ 
terian Church of Calcutta, where he still successfully ; 
labored for more than thirty years. 

The third who applied for baptism had been led to a final | 
decision by the writings of the infidel, Tom Paine. The I 
story is unique and touching. For two years the young i 
man had been deeply impressed by the daily readings of the ; 
Bible in the college, and at last his disturbance of mind be- | 
came apparent to his family. Alarmed by his symptoms of i 
interest in the religion they dreaded, they sought to divert ' 
him with Paine's writings. The effect was quite different J 

I 

from what they had anticipated — the arguments of the scoffer 
only convinced him of the truth of Christianity. Being only i 
sixteen years of age, he decided to wait to make public 
avowal of his change of faith, until he could take with him 
his child wife only ten years old. 
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Duringtvro years he privately instructed her in Scripture 
truths, and then began to read with her Pilgrim^ s Progress in 
Bengalea At the account of the flight from the City of 
Destruction, the young wife was instantly struck by the 
similarity in their own position, and began to urge her hus- 
band to follow " Christian's'* example by fleeing from their 
heathen home. An opportunity soon occurred, during a pub- 
lic festival, and they took advantage of it to escape to Doc- 
tor Dufll Great excitement of course ensued. Calcutta was 
again thoroughly aroused. Doctor I^uffs house was fairly 
besieged, and the indignant family of the new converts car- 
ried their case into court, on the alleged ground of illegal 
restraint. As, however, they failed to substantiate their 
plea, the young man and his wife -were left unmolested, 
and received baptism together — ^the first event of the kind. 

A week later another student, who had been eight years 
in the institution, fled from his home and took refuge with 
Doctor Thomas Smith, just outside the city. His place of 
retreat being discovered by his relatives, he was forcibly re- 
claimed' during Doctor Smith's absence and kept in close 
confinement for three months. Every argument was used, 
every temptation tried, to turn him from his determination to 
profess Christianity, but in vain. After three months im- 
prisonment the place was accidentally discovered by the mis- 
sionaries, and he was released by a writ of habeas corpus. 
Subsequently he entered the ministry. 

In the beginning of the second year of the new college 
seven more Hindoo and five Hebrew students were baptized. 
Again the excitement among the natives became intense. 
What should be done? The very foundations of Hindooism 
were being undermined. Three hundred students were with- 
drawn in one week, and a general defensive alliance was 
formed among the opponents of Christianity, of whatever 
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creed or caste. The Brahmans knew of no better weapon 
than a curse with which to attack the great eyil which threat- 
ened their power and their wealth ; but some of their more 
practical allies conceived the idea of establishing a rival na- 
tive college, to be conducted without religious instruction of 
any kind. Failing to find an j Christian who would consent 
to take charge of such an institution, it was committed to the 
care of a Jesuit adventurer, who agreed to teach English and 
Western science but not to teach religion. 

With these counteractive measures the Hindoos had no 
doubt they had fully met the emergency, and the tumult for 
a time subsided, but only to be revived at the end of two 
years by more baptisms. Then Doctor Duff himself nearly 
fell a victim to their rage. It was the custom in India to 
take revenge upon an enemy by the hands of hired assassins; 
and so, finding all other means powerless to arrest the spread 
of the new religion, it was resolved, as the only effectual way, 
to remove the supposed cause of all the disturbance. Doctor 
Duff. First, however, a large meeting was held and a 
society formed, the members of which entered into 
solemn agreement not to send children or wards to any of 
the mission schools. But, in addition to such a public safe- 
guard, private arrangements were made to dispose of Doctor 
Duff. 

Humors of his danger soon reached his ears ; warning was 
also sent him by some of the leading Hindoos to avoid cer- 
^ tain localities. His only reply to such monitions was to pub- 
lish a statement of his feelings and intentions, in which he 
appealed to the higher nature of his antagonists ; but he 
refused to take any other precautions against a danger which 
threatened only his earthly safety. 

The increasing number of those who professed Christian- 
ity, although a great cause of thankfulness, was also a source 
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I of embarrasBment to him. Those who were expelled from 
[ their own homes usually had uo refuge open to them but the 
homes of the missionaries, and the capacity of these homes 
to receive them was soon exhausted. When four married and 
nine unmarried converts had thus sought the hospitality of 
Doctor Duff and his colleagues, they were puzzled to know 
what to do for further accommodations; but no sooner was 
the dif&oulty made known, than a sufficient sum was contri- 
buted by twelve resident officials and merchants to build a 
home for the Christian students. Three years later the little 
colony of native Christians had grown so large that the Ben- 
galee Church was organized with a native pastor, in order 
thai those who could not participate in the English services 
should have the means of worshipping in their own 
vernacular. 

After arranging the affairs of the mission in Calcutta, 
Doctor Duff's next care was for the stations in the interior. 
The Establishment had claimed the successful and flourish- 
ing school among the Kharta-bhajas at Ghospara; but Takee 
and Cnlna, being on a different footing, were retained by the 
Free Church. A site {or a mission to replace Ghospara was 
sought for and soon found; but where was the money to be 
obtained with which to erect the necessary buildings? For 
some time the question remained unanswered. The resources 
of the mission were already taxed to the utmost to meet the 
needs of the Calcutta institutions, and although the contri- 
butions had been so far liberal and abundant, it seemed un- 
wise to make too many demands for new objects. But the 
money came, and in a curious way. 

The brave and upright Sir James Outram, rightly called 
" the Bayard of India,'' had become involved against his will 
in the annexation of Sindh by Sir Charles Napier. To Sir 
James the annexation seemed an iniquitous deed ; what, there- 
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fore, was his chagrin' to receive three thoasand pounds as 
his own share of the ** spoils ^' ! In his distress and perplex- 
ity, he turned to Doctor Duff for advice as to the disposition 
of the money; and finally, through the missionary's agency, 
he offered it to the Government for the benefit of the '* in- 
jured Ameers." The proposal was indignantly rejected by 
Lord Ellenborough — it cast an aspersion on the act of the 
Government in sanctioning the annexation. So Sir James 
had the money still on his hands; but, although a poor man, 
was more than ever determined not to use a penny of it 
Knowing nothing as yet of Doctor Duff*s plans for the mis- 
sion, a large portion of the amount was distributed by him 
among the charities of Bombay, but before it was entirely 
gone he became aware of the missionary's wish to open anew 
station at Bansberia. The remainder of the money was 
therefore placed in his hands for that purpose, and a school 
was immediately begun. Subsequently it became a source 
of blessing to the entire district, and still it serves as an 
enduring memorial also of the high character and principle 
of the brave and distinguished officer whose gift made it pos- 
sible. Yet it is only just to say that India has known many 
such officers. Sir James Outram was even surpassed in self- 
sacrifice and benevolence, by the brave and wise Sir 
Henry Lawrence. For many years Doctor Duff received an 
annual contribution from him, and always found in him a 
warm friend and powerf id ally. To the day of his death Sir 
Henry distributed the greater part of his income upon philan- 
thropic and Christian operations in India. 

The forcible seizure of Sindb, above alluded to, was the 
closing event of the war with Afghanistan. Almost immedi- 
ately thereafter Lord Ellenborough was recalled, and Lord 
Hardinge appointed as his successor. It is not the province 
of this biography to trace the course of the events wb^'*^ 
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culminated in that blackest night of India's history, the Mu- 
tiny. However responsible the administrations of Lord 
EUenborough and Lord Auckland may have been for the 
growing irritation in the minds of the people, it is certain 
that Lord Hardinge did all in his power for the good of 
India, and both to it and to the cause of missions his rule 
was of positive and immense advantage. In every way he 
could he seconded the efforts of the missionaries, and was 
himself the means of effecting some important reforms. In 
throwing open the public offices to such of the natives as 
could read and write English, he gave a stimulus to educa- 
tion, and greatly extended the inflaence of the English 
schools and colleges. He also took advantage of his position 
to enforce Sabbath observances. It was during his adminis- 
tration, although not directly due to himself, that the horri- 
ble rite of Suttee was finally abolished throughout India. 

Although neither authorized nor sanctioned by the earliest 
Hindoo Scriptures, through the practice of centuries the 
ceremony of wife burning had become an integral part of the 
religious customs of the Hindoo. In it he found the realiza- 
tion of his highest ideal of purity and heroism ; and believ- 
ing it a divine inspiration, the men and women of India 
clung to it as one of their most sacred rites. Nevertheless, 
long before Lord Hardinge's coming, its practice had been 
forbidden in those parts of the country which were under 
British control But in the feudatory states it was still 
rigorously observed. It was in its chief stronghold that the 
ancient superstition was attacked by a young officer, who was 
British agent and resident at one of the feudatory courts. 
Acting, as he was in this matter, on his own responsibility, 
it required great patience and tact to conduct the assault; 
bat so silently and judiciously was it managed, that the abo- 
lition of the Sattee wai» accomplished by the Hindpos them- 



i" 



'W^ 



^^•i;|§«?|$|||fy «nchtlu»g 

** ** - —  iSjJftJfte efforts even 

loHi^nB^ given all the 

|4Mtt||-j^t terrible and 

****iga|^|or people. 

r__ ^ — ^J"''ffllP role. Doctor 

■**'*^-gdli(lB'OT CSsBtlj founded 
giW»^2g3]Blwho had long 

w^Sf d'^^Sld pablioly ex* 

Cf ^gl^tjght in dedd- 

'&'g(ug|0«i<OBof artidea 

_„ _M f ce/tt ^kaediate popn- 

jlife^ 1^^ ^^ ^® magazine 

~~ ' >t|^tl^9«B of opinion 






,'.1| 



«f^ 









a most emi- 

heotion Trith it, 

^&g7ig^nerai on ; but 

« a year, which 



:3(^iCI^«ffort to foond 

ga&ta 18 as perfect 

(S^Oq^S ^^^Xbw^^^P Barope; bnt < 
Its growth 
>^£ inarch of im- 
)}. Owing to a 
Kismess depres- 
a o tj was then 
_ MTernment was 



ALEXANDER DUFF. 71 

hand, the missionaries and the members of the Medical Ser- 
vice united in a plan for its relief. This was the institution 
of a hospital connected with the Medical College, to be open 
to the sick poor of whatever creed or nationality. Doctor 
D^ff was invited to preach a sermon to introduce the plan, 
and he so presented the cause of the suffering natives that it 
elicited a very generous response from both Hindoo and 



I English residents. 



In a short time a sufficient amount was collected to begin 
the work, and the Icurgest hospital in the world was soon 
erected adjoining the Medical College. The college course 
was subsequently altered so that its graduates would be 
fitted to receive English diplomas; and a most capable corps 
of Christian doctors and nurses are now in attendance at the 
hospital. One-third of a million of human beings are an- 
naally nursed and tended within the ten buildings which in 
the course of time were erected for the benefit of the poor 
of India, and the sick strangers who visit her shores. Yet 
in spite of her own necessities, in response to an appeal from 
Doctor DufE in 1847, Bengal sent a liberal donation to the 
starving Highlanders! So the religion of Christ unites in 
one common tie of brotherhood even the uttermost parts 
of the earth, for ** the field is the world." 



CHAPTER XI. 



TRAVELS IN SOUTHERN INDIA. 



FOR three years longer Doctor Duff continued his varied 
labors with unremitting zeal. Then his second term in 
India was unexpectedly brought to a close. In July, 1847, 
the news reached him of the sudden death of his dear old 
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friend aod teaciier, Doctor Chalmers. Although he keenlj 
felt his personal loss of so wise a counsellor and so true a 
friend, his own sorrow was merged in anxiety for his country 
and his church. '* Who could be found to take the place of 
that most eloquent of Scotland's sons in guiding the Free 
Church through the troubled waters of party politics? and 
who could replace him in organizing and advancing her 
mission work?'- In his humility, he found no answer to 
his questions; but the people of Scotland did not take long 
to decide that the only man who could fill the void left by 
Doctor Chalmers, was his greatest pupil, Alexander Du£L 

As in 1836, when churches and patrons so urgently 
pressed him to exchange the life of a missionary to the 
heathen for that of a pastor in Scotland, so now Presby- 
teries and Synods, and, finally the Assembly itself, urged 
him to leaye the work abroad and come to the assistance of 
the Church at home. The representation was earnestly 
made to him that he alone could take Doctor Chalmers' 
place in the Church a^ large, and in the professorship of the 
New college which he had founded; that he alone could mar- 
shall into order the mission forces of the Free Church. It 
was a time of real perplexity to the conscientious missionary; 
in which direction lay his duty it was difficult to decide; 
but so strongly was he impressed with the importance and 
dignity of his work as a missionary, that no personal ambi- 
tion complicated his decision. After careful and prayerful 
consideration his reply was sent to the Assembly of 1849 
declining its proposals. 

Only two among his brother ministers in Scotland heartily 
concurred in that decision, but in India it occasioned great 
rejoicing. While the matter was still unsettled petitions 
and memorials had poured in upoii him from every quarter, 
not only from his own spiritual children, but from natiye 
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ObriBtians of other denominations; from EurasiaoB and Hin- 
doos came the urgent request that he should remain among 
them. 

This surely was a most gratifying and encouraging testi- 
mony to the hold he had gained oyer the hearts of the people 
of India. But yet more significant was an appeal, signed 
by eleven Brahmans, in which, with true Eastern hyperbole, 
they begged "the most intelligent, virtuous, impartial, glor- 
ious, and philanthropic people of Scotland '' to leave to " the 
wretched people of India the illustrious Duff; from whose 
mouth'' (say these Brahmans) "issueforth bursts of incessant 
and unmeasured oratory, so that he fills his audience with 
rills of persuasive eloquence." Nor do they bear witness to 
his eloquence alone. "This illustrious person, in order to 
the accomplishment of his o'bject, has devoted his head and 
heart, and spent large sums of money." *  # <« Such 
a man as the Bev. Doctor was never seen in this country 
before." * *  «« With his recall the grand net that 
has been spread in this land for the establishment of the 
true religion would seem to be taken away. Good men have 
become sad, and bad men are rejoicing. The friends of 
true religion are praying that God would change the minds 
of the people of Scotland and prevent Doctor Dufi's recall. If 
you are determined to blast the fruits of all missionary 
efforts that have been, and are being, made in this country, 
then our solicitations are like shedding tears in a forest, 
where there is none to sympathize with us." To those who 
are not familiar with the peculiarities of the Hindoo mind 
such statements, coming from the leaders of a rival religion, 
will seem most perplexing and contradictory. How could 
sincere Brahmans so write of a man who was using all his 
power to overthrow their faith, of a religion which was offered 
as a substitute for their own ? The answer indicates one of 
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the greatest obstacles to the spread of Christianity among 
the Hindoos. The statement is often made by the mission- 
aries in India, and as often received with derision, that they 
have many hearers *' who are converts, but not Christians.'^ 
It is, however, a simple statement of a fact It is elsewhere 
afiSrmed by one who has made careful study of the subject, 
that *' the Hindoo mind is so constituted that it can believe, 
and does believe, in mutually destructive facts at one and 
the same time. A Hindoo will state with perfect honesty 
that Christianity is true, that Mahommedanism is true, and 
that his own special variety of Brahmanism is true, and that 
he believes them all three implicitly. The relation between 
what Doctor Newman calls ^ assent ' and what we call faith 
is imperfect with Hindoos, and conversion may be intellect- 
ually complete, yet be for all purposes of action valueless.^' 
Doctor Duff encountered much of this among his own stu- 
dents, and it clearly explains the above extract from the 
memorial of his Brahman friends. 

Although obliged to accept his refusal to return to Scot- 
land for a permanency, the Assembly pressed upon him the 
expediency of a return for a time, in order to animate and 
organize the missionary work of the Church. To this he 
agreed, more willingly because his health was again im- 
paired by his ten years of hard work, and his physicians 
strongly advised a change of climate. Before leaving, how- 
ever, he determined to take a trip through Southern India 
and Ceylon, in order thoroughly to inform himself as to the 
condition of that part of the country. With such a motive 
he felt justified in undergoing the dangers and fatigue which 
such a journey involved. Four months exhaustive travel 
gave him all the information he sought. His experiences 
and impressions have been preserved for us in a private 
note book, in which he not only recorded what he saw and 
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did each day, but also what he thought and felt each hour. 
Through the closely written pages of this diary we gain >a 
better knowledge of Alexander DufiP, the conscientious, 
hnmble, self-sacrificing man, than we could acquire in any 
other way. 

In the four months, from April to August, he traversed 
all of Southern India, sojourning at the important places. 
Thence he crossed to Ceylon, and returned to Calcutta by 
water. His first halt was made at Madras, where he glad- 
dened the hearts of his brother missionaries with sympathy 
and advice. He also addressed the young men and girls in 
the mission school, and gave them as a motto, *' Devoted 
lives are a more powerful preaching than burning 
words.'* 

From Madras he followed the '* Mount '' road to Chingle- 
put, and was much impressed by the desolate and unculti- 
vated aspect of the country through which he passed. On 
further investigation he found that it was partly due to the 
early devastations of Hyder Ali and his hordes, followed by 
famines ; but due yet more to the ruinous system of land 
tax« which utterly prevented the natives from reclaiming the 
tracts thus desolated. The immediate surroundings of 
Chingleput, with its masses of granite lying in the midst of 
cultivated rice fields, and with the clearest, prettiest brook 
he had ever seen in India, reminded him of his own Gram- 
pians, and stirred him to enthusiasm. To his active imagi- 
nation every thing he saw suggested some spiritual simile. 
The clear-flowing brook typified the " River of the Water of 
Life;" as the refreshing bath, so essential to life and com- 
fort in hot and dusty India, suggested the work of the Spirit 
as represented in baptism, removing all spot and blemish 
from earth-stained souls. But it saddened him to see the 
beautiful land, so rich in promises of remuneration and use 
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fulnesB, neglected and unimproved. Still more was lie sad- 
dened by the terrible contrast between the luxuriance and 
perfection of Nature which surrounded him, and the misery 
and repulsiveness of the human nature which inhabited it 
He seemed to see the mark of Adam's curse on every brow, 
and only in the power of Christ to raise and redeem, 
could he find a promise of reconcilement, not only of 
man with his Creator, but of man with his natural environ- 
ment. 

At Chingleput Doctor Duff spent a quiet, restful Sabbath, 
preaching to the residents in the morning. From there he 
followed the coast road southward to Point Calimere, whence 
he attempted to cross to Ceylon. Failing to accomplish 
this he turned inland to Madura. The region through 
which he was passing, all south of Madras, was the great 
stronghold of Boman Catholicism in India. The missions 
instituted by Zavier have grown and spread until the Bom-, 
ish Church can now claim more than a hundred and fifty 
thousand converts along the coasts of Southern India. The 
difference between the rites of that professedly Christian 
church as practiced there, and those of the Hindoos witb 
their avowed idol worship, is so slight that many call them- 
selves Bomanists while still retaining their heathen customa 
Some of the earliest among the missionaries of the Church 
of Eome even went so far, in their efforts to adapt their re- 
ligion to the prejudices of the people, as to assume the dress, 
manners, and mode of living of the Brahmans. The Jesuits 
all uphold Caste as a beneficent institution, which greatly 
aids them in maintaining morality and order among the 
natives. Depending, as they do so largely, upon the ignor- 
ance and superstition of their people for the continuance of 
their hold over them, they strongly oppose all efforts to 
educate the Hindoos; in their own schools confining their 
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teaching mostly to oral translations of the creed, command- 
ments and prayers of their church. 

At Caddalore, the first possession of the British in India, 
and where the Jesaits have large establishments, Doctor 
Duff found but one Protestant missionary for the entire dis- 
trict The sight of Fort St. David, to the northwest, the 
first stronghold of the East India Company, recalled to his 
mind the history of that acorn of commercial enterprise, from 
which has grown the great oak of British Empire, which now 
OTerspreads the land. Surely it was not for naught that 
God gave heathen India into the hands of a Christian nation. 

At Tranquebar he found many interesting reminders of 
the German Ziegenbalg, the earliest Protestant Missionary 
to India, who was sent by the Danish Society in 1706. The 
labors of that pioneer missionary and his associates laid the 
foundation for modern missions in India. The ^* English 
Society for Propagating the Gospel," which was always 
friendly to the Danish missionaries, presented them with a 
printing press, which enabled them to put forth the first 
Tamul translation of the Scriptures. Ziegenbalg lived and 
died at Tranquebar, having only once revisited his native 
land. He built two charches, the first of which was swept 
into the sea; the second, in which he was buried, being the 
last work of his life. Doctor Duff visited it, and stood in 
the pulpit from which the devoted missionary had so often 
proclaimed, in different languages, salvation to the heathen, 
through Jesus Christ The house which he built and in- 
habited until his death still stands in an inclosure, with his 
domestic chapel and school-houses. After the death of its 
German founders, the Tranquebar mission seemed to lose its 
vitality, dragging out a languid existence until, at the time 
of Doctor Duff's visit, there were only twenty native Chris- 
tians out of a population of four thousand, of whom one 
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thousand were JEiomanists. The work is now in the hands of 
the National Lutheran Society of Germanj, and there may 
yet be abundant fruit from the tree planted by the true- 
hearted Ziegenbalg more than a century ago. For ^'his 
word shall not return unto him void.'' 

Doctor Duff was much distressed by the apparent lif eless- 
ness of the Protestant missions in Southern India. He attri- 
buted it partly to the enervating effect of the Eastern cli- 
mate, which renders sustained effort so difficult, but partly 
also, to the paralyzing influence of German rationalism. At 
Negapatum he had a most interesting interview with Mr. 
Strickland, a relative of Miss Agnes Strickland, who wrote 
the Queens of England. Mr. Strickland was at the head 
of the Jesuit Mission. In the course of their conversation 
he introduced the subject of this slow growth of Protestant- 
ism as compared with the Church of Bome, and claimed that 
the remarkable rise and growing ascendancy of the latter, 
proved it to be the "true Church." Doctor Duff denied his 
claim that " Protestantism was at a discount all over the 
world," and gave as his own explanation of the increase of 
the Bomish Church that, as identified by Protestants with 
the great Baby] on, it was according to prophesy that she 
should revive from the Bef ormation for a brief period of 
ascendancy. He further gave as a reason for her greater 
influence with the Hindoos, the use of " pictures, forms, and 
ceremonies," which captivated their senses, without rousing 
their antagonism. Mr. Strickland admitted the charge, bat 
claimed that the weakness of intellect, and the apathy and 
sensuality of character of the Hindoos, rendered such 
methods necessary. 

Mr. Strickland was himself leading a simple and self- 
denying life. He went to India at hie own expense, and 
devoted all his moner, talents and time to the service of his 
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Order. In commoa with that order, he upheld the system 
of Caste; as did also the German missionaries, and it must 
be admitted many of the American; until an expression in 
Doctor DuflPs book on " India Missions," in which he says 
that ^* in the stupendous system of Hindooism, the legends 
of the gods, etc., were but the bricks, while caste was the 
cement of the whole edifice," opened the eyes of the latter 
to its manifold evils. Mr. Strickland, although approving of 
it, gave it as his opinion that caste, in conjunction with the 
conduct of the British Government in refusing to admit na- 
tive Christians to its service, and the national characteristics, 
were the real obstacles to the spread of Christianity in 
Southern India. At the close of the interview with 
Doctor Dufi^ he allowed that if Protestant missions 
had failed it was not for lack " of zeal, or ability or 
devotedness" ; especially in the case of Doctor Duff 
himself. 

In reference to the act of the Government in excluding 
native Christians from its service, Doctor Duff says in bis 
diary: "This, probably, is one of the causes of the slow pro- 
gress of Christianity in the land." He met later at Sering- 
ham an army officer who told him that when he first joined 
his regiment, he was called upon to subscribe annually to a 
fund established for the purpose of enabling the Sepoys to 
celebrate their religious festivals with greater splendor. Any 
refusal to contribute to this object angered both men and 
officers, until the Sepoys themselves came to feel the incon- 
sistency of it and to respect more those who refused 
than those who gave. In the early days of British 
supremacy it was no uncommon thing at the time of 
the native festivals to see English soldiers whipping the 
populace into place to draw the car of Juggernaut* Well 19 
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with Doctor Duff chief among them, have at last opened her 
eyes to the error of lending her support to the practices of 
idolatry. 



CHAPTER XII. 

TBAVELS IN INDIA — CONTINUED. 

AT Chillumbrum, Doctor Duff entered the refgion of the 
great pagodas. These pagodas of Southern India, so 
justly famous, are pronounced by Mr. James Fergusson to be 
"as remarkable a group of buildings as are to be found in any 
provinces of the size in any part of the world, except, per- 
haps, Egypt." The imposing piles would doubtless have 
shared the fate of so many other Hindoo shriiies, had not 
the strength of the destroying Moslems been expended before 
they penetrated so far to the south. There are more than 
thirty groups of pagodas in the district of Tanjofe alone, 
'^any one of which cost more to build than an English 
cathedral." 

The most wonderful of these groups is that of Seringham, 
near Trichinopoly. Doctor Duff gives a graphic and min- 
ute description of it, which, although of great interest, is too 
extensive to quote. The profusion of gold and silver and 
precious stones presented such a spectacle as he had never 
seen ; but what surprised him still more was the huge idol 
which was the centre of all this magnificence. It was appar- 
ently of solid gold, measuring at least fifteen feet in height, 
but in reality was formed by sections of wood thickly over- 
laid. Doctor Duff says that, when covered with its orna- 
ments and jewels and decked in its robe of golden threads 
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inwoven with pearls, it must be the most amazing sight of 
the kind in the world. The reputed value of this god of 
gold is one-half million sterling, while the entire temple has 
cost one million sterling; he regards it as the most convinc- 
ing proof of the enormous hold which Hindooism in the 
days of its prosperity had upon the people. 

The mere sight of such waste of the riches which should 
have been devoted to the service of the true God distressed 
and*saddened him; but far more was he pained and revolted 
by the obscene ceremonies with which the false lord of that 
gorgeous temple was worshipped by his deluded followers. 
To one whose heart was ever full of love and tenderness to- 
ward his fellow-laborers in the Master^s cause, there were, 
however, points of greater interest in Trichinopoly and Tan- 
jore than even that marvellous shrine. 

As Tranquebar had been associated in his thoughts with 
his great forerunner Ziegenbalg, so the province of Tanjore 
was connected with sacred memories of the still greater 
Schwartz. Ohristian Frederick Schwartz came to India 
under the protection of the Demish Society in 1750. He 
landed at Trichinopoly, but passed on to Tranquebar, where 
the mission was already established, and made that his 
headquarters until 1766. He then returned to Trichinopoly, 
where he acted as chaplain to the garrison for some years. 
During that period he gained the confidence and friendship of 
the Bajah of Tanjore, and at his request settled there in 1778. 

Although never a professed Ohristian, the Bajah of Tan- 
jore was strongly influenced by the godly missionary. He 
did all in his power to assist him, even to the extent of mak- 
ing him tutor to his own son and successor, and building 
for him a church and dwelling house inside the most sacred 
inclosure in the province, where, according to Hindoo custom, 
only Brahmans were allowed to live. 
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refuse to bear a sermon. He also met a daughter of the 
poet, a woman of about forty, whom he pronounced to be the 
most remarkable Hindoo female he had ever seen. She 
spoke and wrote both Tamul and English with equal fluency ; 
understood a little Sanskrit, and was well posted in the geo- 
graphy of foreign countries. Without compensation of any 
kind she spent much of her time in teaching the English 
language to the small sons of her neighbors, both native and 
Christian. 

Doctor Duff made a second unsuccessful attempt to reach 
Ceylon from Bamnad, so named from Bama, the greatest 
hero of Hindoo story. While awaiting an opportunity to 
cross to Jaffna, he amused himself in studying the engi- 
neering efforts to deepen the channel between India and 
Ceylon ; and in reading the legends relating to Bama, who 
is now worshipped as a god. These legends are contained 
in the Bamayana, the Hindoo epic which bears the same re- 
lation to their literature that the Odyssey bears to the Greek. 
At that very point between Bamnad and Jaffna, according to 
tradition, the great Bama crossed on a natural bridge of 
rocks to recover his wife Sita, who had been carried off by 
the demon king of Ceylon. Bama was followed by an im- 
mense army of monkeys, with whose king he had formed a 
friendly alliance. This king, named Hanuman, has since 
been deified by the Hindoos, and is widely worshipped in 
many parts of India, as are also his descendants. Feeding 
or nursing these divinities is considered to be a religious 
act, and even in places where the wants of suffering human 
beings are unprovided for, hospitals have been established 
for sick monkeys. One of the villages in Southern India is 
completely overrun with the troublesome creatures, to the 
serious injury of the property of the inhabitants; but the 
maii of the neotilA recrard thaxki with fah too )utieh re7fr<»nco 
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to attempt to dislodge or hart them. One would think the 
theories of Mr. Darwin would find much favor among the 
natives of India. 

Even in the midst of all this sight-seeing, Doctor Doff 
never forgot his work as a missionary. He always first 
visited the missions and missionaries at the towns where he 
stopped, and in almost every one preached, or addressed and 
examined the schools. At Suvisessipooram, meaning '* the 
city of the gospel,^' he found only a short distance apart a 
Christian mission and one of the most famous ''devil temples^* 
in the world. In a sermon preached at the mission he took 
for his subject ''Devils and the sin and folly of worship- 
ping them." 

The devil-worshippers of India are drawn from a caste of 
the Hindoos called Shanars. This most degrading among 
the religions of the earth is based entirely upon fear. Sac- 
rifices, prayers, and devotions are offered to evil spirits, of 
whom there are supposed to be a great multitude, in order 
to propitiate their wrath and divert their vengeance. 
According to the belief of their devotees, the ranks of the 
demons are continually recruited from the spirits of dying 
men. The Shanars, although in some respects like the other 
natives, are undoubtedly of a different race from the mass. 
They were probably the first settlers in that part of India, 
and, although they have adopted some of the beliefs of the 
Brahmans, have mostly retained their original forms of 
worship, which, according to Doctor Duff, are indeed 
horrible. 

Owing perhaps to the terrors of their own religion, the 
missionaries have been more successful in winning the 
Shanars to accept the religion of love than any other caste 
of the Hindoos. The famous Tinnevelli Mission, started in 
'*.820 by Mr. Bhenius, in the employ of the Ohurch Mis- 
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sionary Society, although intended to embrace all classes, has 
been most widely extended among these Shanars. In 1852 
the mission could claim in that district over thirty-five 
thousand native Christians. Many devil-temples have been 
replaced by Christian schools, and the converts have 
themselves established several benevolent societies, which 
do much good work among the heathen villages of the 
district. 

Doctor Duff travelled as far south as the most southern 
mission station at Eydenkoody, and then made a third 
attempt to reach Ceylon — in which he finally succeeded by 
steamer from Tuticorin to Colombo. He had time for only, 
a hasty survey of the southwestern corner of the island, and 
then returned to Calcutta. He arrived in August, and early 
in October started again for a more hurried tour through 
the valleys of the Ganges and the Jumna, a tour which he 
pursued as far north as the then most northerly mission sta- 
tion, at Kotghur. The Moravians have since established a 
station at Lahoul near Thibet 

On his way northward, Doctor Duff made a short sojourn 
at Benares, at Akra and at Simla. In a lady's album in 
Scotland he has left a description of the superb ruins of 
Akbar's buildings at Futtehpore-Sikri. The only buildings 
within the immense inclosure still intact are the mosque, 
known as ''the Durgah,'' and by many considered the finest 
in India, and the beautiful tomb of the hermit Selim. On 
the gateway leading to the former is a curious sentence in 
Arabic, attributed to Jesus Christ Bightly translated it 
means "Jesus, on whom be peace, has said, ^The world is 
merely a bridge ; you are to pass over it and not to build 
your dwellings upon it' " Doctor Duff considered the sur- 
rounding ruins of those once grand specimens of Asiatic 
art as a striking commentary on the inscription. 
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The last day of the year 1849 found him at Lahore as the 
guest of his good friend, Sir Henry Lawrence. It had been 
proposed to open a Free Church Mission at that place, but 
when he arrived there he discovered that the American 
Presbyterians were already in negotiation for the station, and 
he gladly left it to them. Sir Henry Lawrence had already 
made such marked progress in settling the affairs of the 
Punjab that Doctor Duff felt perfectly secure in sailing 
down the Indus without escort or arms. But a short time 
before both life and property would have been in danger on 
such a journey, from the robber tribes which infested the 
shores. Going by camel to Mooltan, and from there across 
country to Bhawulpore, where later one of his own converts 
became director of public instruction, he was much impressed 
by the order and tranquility which already prevailed in that 
hitherto distracted region. 

At Bombay he gave an address on the "necessity of Chris- 
tian teaching even in Government schools" ; which stirred up 
the newspapers to a prolonged and animated logomachy. 
At the end of May, 1850, he again entered his native Edin- 
burgh, after an absence of just ten years. 



CHAPTEB XIIL 

AT WOBK IN SCOTLAND. 



DOCTOB DUFF was, indeed, greatly needed in Scotland. 
In him were united the qualities so rarely found to- 
gether, of fervent spiritual zeal and practical financiering. 
The foreign missions of the Free Church required one who 
could put them on a firm and independent basis ; and he had 
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proved himself well able both to organize and to administer 
with prudence and foresight. He had already, while on his 
homewiird voyage, formed a comprehensive plan for a system 
of regular contributions, which would secure a dependable 
income for the mission work of the church. Although the 
Free Church had so far faithfully fulfilled her obligations 
to the missions already in operation at the time of the Dis- 
ruption, and had even added four new stations, the contribu- 
tions for the purpose had been made in so spasmodic and 
irregular a manner, that it gave no assurance for the future. 

Doctor Duflf reached Scotland just in time for the General 
Assembly of 1850. That Assembly was so unique, because 
of the missionary spirit which pervaded it, that it has 
always been called the "Foreign Missions Assembly." 
Besides himself there were present Mr. Nesbit of Bombay, 
Mr. Anderson of Madras, the Rev. P. Bajahgopal — Dr. 
Duft's first convert in Calcutta, — and the Bengal lawyer, 
Mr. Justice Hawkins. 

In the course of the meetings Doctor Duff spoke five 
times on different subjects, always with his usual eloquence 
and effect He himself gives an interesting account of his 
methods in public speaking. A friend once confessed to 
him that he was puzzled to understand the apparently 
impromptu character of his addresses, when in parts they 
exhibited such finished and artistic oratory that it was diffi- 
cult to believe in their spontaneity. In reply Doctor Duff 
fully explained his mode of preparation. He said when he 
had any particular speech to make he first thoroughly 
informed himself as to all the details of his subject. After 
he had once fully mastered all the points, he then left the 
general wording to the inspiration of the moment. But if 
there were any portions which required especial delicacy of 
handlings he carefully revolved them in his thoughts until 
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not only the subject, but also the forms of expression, 
assumed definite shape. In the delivery such parts, would 
blend so naturally with the rest of the address that they 
also would appear spontaneous. In this way, he says, he 
had previously thought out one of the most famous passages 
in one of his Assembly speeches. 

Doctor George Smith, in his life of Doctor Duff, thus 
gives his own impressions on hearing him for the first time 
in the Assembly of 1850: ^'On each night, now swaying his 
arms toward the vast audience around and even above him, 
and now jerking his left shoulder with an upward motion 
till the coat threatened to fall off, the tall form kept thou- 
sands spell-bound while the twilight of a northern May 
night changed into the brief darkness, and the tardy lights 
revealed the speaker bathed in the flood of his impassioned 
appeals. As the thrilling voice died away in the -eager 
whisper, which, at the end of his life, marked all his public 
utterances, and the exhausted speaker fell into a seat, only 
to be driven home to a couch of suffering, and then of rest 
barely sufficient to enable his fine constitution to renew and 
repeat again and again the effort, the observer could realize 
the expenditure of physical energy which, as it marked all 
he did, culminated in his prophet-like raptures." 

One who, as a child, heard Doctor Duff when he was in 
America, still recalls his impassioned manner, and a habit 
he then had of tucking both coat-tails under one arm and 
retaining them there through the entire sermon, while he 
gesticulated with the other. In his last speech before the 
Assembly of 1850, after he had spoken for some hours, his 
friends became alarmed for his life if he continued longer in 
his exhausted condition; but, disregarding their entreaties, 
he kept on for two hours more, holding his audience 
enthralled until the last gasping word. At what heavy coat 
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he exercised his great gift! During his exhausting tour 
through Scotland he Wrote to his wife, " No one can ever 
fully know how much I often suffer, both in mind And body, 
in the midst of these frequent, prolonged, and violent exer- 
tions," but *' I grudge nothing when I see good fruit." 
 * * "Having a work to accomplish, I am bent on 
overtaking it, looking to Him who rides on the wings of the, 
wind for protection and support" Such words give the 
key-note of his life, and reveal the source of his almost 
superhuman strength. 

In that last address before the Assembly he made a 
thrilling appeal to the fathers and mothers of Scotland who 
withheld their sons and their daughters from the service of 
the King of kings, but were proud to surrender them to the 
no less dangerous service of an earthly sovereign. His 
closing words were: ** There is not a valley, nor dell, nor 
burning waste, from one end of India to the other, that is 
not enriched with the bones, and not a rivulet or stream 
which has not been dyed with the blood, of Scotia's children. 
And will you, fathers and mothers, send out your children 
in thousands in quest of this bubble fame — this bubble 
wealth — this bubble honor and perishable renown — and 
prohibit them from going forth in the army of the great 
Immanuel, to win crowns of glory and imperishable renown 
in the realms of everlasting day ? " At the close of the 
Assembly they instructed "the committee to take steps for 
bringing the subject of foreign missions fully before the 
mind of the church," and to arrange for Doctor Duff 
thoroughly to canvass the whole body. 

For the next three years and a half he gave all his time 
and strength to that work. He went from end to end of 
Scotland, addressing every presbytery, synod, and congre- 
gation connected with the Free Church, and everywhere 
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organizing the Associations upon which he depended for J 
the future support of the mission cause. He succeeded in ! 
establishing five hundred such Associations, which still con- \ 
tinue to yield a steady, reliable, and generous revenue \ 
to the foreign missions of the Free Church. ' 

During those years of constant travel he reached the { 
most northern confines of Scotland, and even penetrated | 
across the border into "Wales. At Carnarvon, in Wales, he j 
at one time preached to an audience of between fifteen and '■ 
twenty thousand people — the largest gathering he had ever ' 
addressed. In describing it he says : '' It is astonishing 
how densely they were packed, and more men than women. 
Considering the busy season of the year — the thick of 
harvest — it was surprising to see such multitudes congre- 
gated from the districts all around. And such quietness 
and fixedness of attention and general decorum! '' The 
latter fact was the more surprising as not above a twentieth 
part of the immense congregation could understand a word 
of English. Everywhere great crowds gathered to hear the 
eloquent missionary, and were roused by him to intense 
enthusiasm. As in his former campaign, he sought not only 
money, but laborers for India. Four offered themselves in 
response to his appeals, and had sailed for Calcutta before 
his canvassing was finished. 

During the same period, between 1850 and 1854, he 
assisted in the jubilee of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society; lectured to the Young Men's Christian Association 
in Exeter Hall ; and was Moderator of the Assembly of 1851, 
to which high office he was chosen by acclamation of his 
brethren. He was the first missionary who had ever occu- 
pied that position, and his comparative youth rendered the 
choice a still greater honor. He fulfilled its duties with his 
accustomed tact and wisdom. He had another obieot is . 
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Tiew when he came to Scotland beside that of organizing 
the mission work. The time had again come for the renewal 
of the East India Company's charter, and he hoped so to 
inflaence both privately and publicly the acts of Parliament 
that they should at last do justice to the non- Government 
educational institutions in India. 

It is well known that the East India Company had never 
favored missionary efforts in their possessions. The perse- 
. cutions inflicted on the early missionaries who attempted to 
preach in Calcutta cannot be easily forgotten. Content 
I with its enormous profits and peaceable commerce, the Com- 
I pany dared risk nothing which might disturb the latter 
! or lessen the former. Even when it had gained paramount 
[ control over the entire country it still feared to rouse the 
I opposition or shock the prejudices of the people. The earlier 
British residents in India assumed the customs and costumes 
of the natives, as a matter of course, and from manner or 
dress it was often difficult to distinguish an Englishman 
from a Hindoo. 

The times when it became necessary to renew the charter 
had always beei^ seasons of excitement and political 
intrigue. Little by little the powers of the Company had 
been curtailed by Parliament. By the charter of 1813 
India was at last opened to the missionaries; by that of 1833 
its doors were thrown wide to any Europeans who wished to 
trade there, and the property of the Company passed into 
the hands of the English Government. The renewal of 
1853 was regarded by many as a crisis in the affairs of the 
East India Company. It was a grave question whether the 
charter should be renewed at all ; and it was only due to 
powerful advocacy that it was finally done. It was, how- 
ever, with many restrictions, and not for any fixed period* 
While theauestion was still undecided Doctor Duff soared 
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neither time nor strength in his efforts to make the commit- i' 
tee folly understand the state of affairs in India. He hoped 
to have the distribution of the educational funds placed upon | ^ 
a just and impartial basis. Day after day he spent with the ^ 
committee, and the information given by him certainly had \]^ 
great influence in determining its course of action. The : ^ 
famous '* Educatioiial Despatch " of 1854 was the direct oat- ^ 
come of his reports on Indian concerns. Doctor Smith says: i i 
^' His handiwork can be traced not only in the definite orders f ( 
but in the yery style of what has ever since been pro- p 
nounced the great educational charter of the people of t^ 
India.'' fc 

The " Despatch " begap with Lord William Bentinck's ji 
statement, in his Minute of 1835, that ^' education in India 
must be effected by means of the English language in the 
higher branches of instruction, and by that of the vemaca- 
lar languages to the great mass of the people.'' It then pro- 
ceeded to provide for '^ Government inspectors of secular 
instruction; universities on the model of that of London, 
but with professorships in physical science; secondary 
schools, English and Anglo- vernacular, in every city and 
county; primary and indigenous schools, carefully improved ; 
grants in aid of all ; like university degrees to all who work 
up to certain standards; normal schools, school books, 
scholarshipB, public appointmenis. medical, engineering, and 
art colleges; and, finally, female schools." As to religious 
instruction, the directors declared themselves as not desiring 
to prevent the use of the Bible in '' the libraries of schools 
and colleges, and such explanations of it as the students 
should desire of their free will, out of school hours." 

Doctor Duff had been warmly seconded in his efforts to 
accomplish this result by Macauley and Sir Charles Trevelyan. 
The latter gave it as his opinion that ^^ many persons mis« 
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take the way in which the conversion of India will be 
brotight abont I believe it will take place at last whole- 
sale. ,    The country will have Christian instruction 
infused into it by direct missionary education, and indi- 
rectly through books of various kinds, and in all the con- 
ceivable ways in which knowledge- is communicated. Then 
at last, when society is completely saturated with Christian 
hiowledge, they will come over by thousands." Such a view 
gave outside endorsement to one of Doctor Duff's reports 
before the committee, in which he mai'ked the difference 
betwen the two methods of missionary effort — "the educa- 
tional, and the itinerary among the villagea" The two 
modes must not be confounded, as each has its place in the 
evangelization of India. Like different builders , one lays 
the foundation stones, and the other erects the super- 
structure. 

At the very time of the publication of the " Despatch " a 
letter from Doctor Mackay in Calcutta seemed to corroborate 
Sir Charles Trevelyan's theory. Doctor Mackay gave an 
account of a singular event which had just taken place. An 
entire fam^y of Hindoo brothers, who had recently lost 
their father, came over to Christianity all together, with 
their wives and sons. It was one of the most influential 
among the native families. Doctor Duff had known the 
father since his earliest arrival in Calcutta, and the sons had 
often come to him for instruction and books. He speaks of 
it as "one of the rarest, if not the rarest, case of the kind 
that had occurred in India." 

While waiting in London for the settlement of these 
Indian educational matters he never forgot his peculiar 
mission as preacher to the heathen. And, alas! even in a 
Christian land they can always be found. He spent sev- 
eral evenings in exploring the slums of the great city 
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under the guidance of an agent of the City Missions. One 
Sandajr night he embraced an opportunity to preach at & 
street corner, and soon gathered a crowd of attentive listen- 
ers to whom he revealed the promises of God to sinners who 
repented of their sins and returned to Him« At the close 
several told him *' they had never heard such words before!" 
So in London, as in India, he sowed the seed and ** Qod 
giveth the increase/' 



CHAPTEE XIV. 

VISIT TO AMEBIOA. 



IT SO happened that Mr. George H. Stuart of Philadelphia 
was in Scotland in 1851 and heard Doctor Duff as Mod- 
erator of the Assembly that year. Fired with some of the 
speaker's enthusiasm, Mr. Stuart instantly conceived the idea 
of transporting him bodily across the seas. When first pre- 
sented Doctor Duff declined the urgent invitation; but with 
true American persistence Mr. Stuart refused to be refused, 
and not only continued to press the matter himself, but 
stirred up several ecclesiastical bodies in America to second 
him. The Americans at large were not just then very eager 
to welcome another foreigner to their shores. Several 
unfortunate experiences had rendered them chary of offer- 
ing their hospitality to trans-Atlantic guests, and when in 
1854 the Foreign Missions committee of the Free Church 
decided really to send Doctor Duff, his visit was anticipated 
on this side of the water with some foreboding. 

After a tumultuous and dangerous passage the steamer 
which bore the fervid missionary entered the bay on the 
13th of February, 1854. February 14th was an eventful 
date in his life. On that day in 1830 he was wrecked on 
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Dassen Island while on his way the first time to India; on 
that same date in 1840 he landed at Bombay after his 
second stormy voyage ; and on that same date, also, he nar- 
rowly escaped destruction in New York Harbor. It was quite 
evident Alexander Duff was not destined to be drowned! 

After a detention of two days in the harbor he landed at 
noon on the 15th and was met by Mr. Stuart with two 
others, one of whom, the Rev. Mr. Thomson, settled in New 
Tork at the time, took him to his own home. March 1st 
found him in Philadelphia as the guest of Mr. Stuart. 
The night he arrived there it was in one of the worst snow- 
storms that had occurred for many years, and the train was 
delayed until after 11 p. m. What was his surprise to find 
some sixty or seventy ministers, of all denominations, wait- 
ing at Mr. Stuart^s house to receive and welcome him! 
"Sach a gathering had never been seen before.'^ 

The first public meeting at which Doctor Duff spoke was 
held in a hall which accommodated 4,000 people; neverthe- 
less it was crowded and thousands were turned away for 
lack of room. The enthusiasm of this large audience was 
excessive, and at times the applause was overwhelming to 
the modest speaker — who attributed it all to the kindness of 
the Lord, rather than to any personal merit. He says: 
" Nothing like such a scene had ever been witnessed here 
before at any religious meeting whatever. I retired more 
than ever lost in wonder and amazement, praising and mag- 
nifying the name of the Lord." On the Sabbath he preached 
to another crowded audience; and so, with receptions and 
callers, sight-seeing and meetings, the time of his sojourn 
in the Quaker City passed by. 

One place in that " City of Brotherly Love " left a most 
painful impression upon his mind. He had been invited to 
address an anniversary meeting of the Ladies' Oity Mission 



96 ALSXANPER DUFF. '] 

! 

work, but, not being sure of his strength, he had virtuallyj 
declined. Before the time for the meeting, however, hei 
went with Mr. Stuart to visit the districts of the poor ; and 
what he saw decided him at any personal cost to make the : 
desired address. In his diary he describes the scenes of i 
misery and sin which he witnessed, in the strongest terms ; ^ 
he says: "Anything worse I have never seen, even in Lon- ; 
don.    Such vileness, such debasement, such | 
drunkenness, such beastliness, such unblushing shameless- ; 
ness, such glorying in their criminality, such God-defying | 
blasphemousness, in short, such utter absolute hellishness ; 
I never saw surpassed in any land, and I hope I never shalL 
Indeed, out of perdition, it is not conceivable how worse i 
could be." 

In his subsequent address Doctor Duff strove to rouse 
the people to a realizing sense of the evil that lay festering ' 
at the very core of their city. He felt that he had therein 
so far succeeded that he congratulates himself on the result: | 
"An interest has been awakened in the work here that is 
altogether new, and will, it is believed, never die out until 
the masses of the outcast be reclaimed." It is nearly forty 
years since Alexander Duff wrote those words. Whether in 
fulfilment of his prophecy, or as the result of a steadily 
growing and already wide-spread benevolence and philan- 
thropy, it is not probable that one would find quite such 
scenes of "hellishness" in the Philadelphia of to-day. 
And yet, how little has been accomplished! how slow is 
the onward march of that kingdom which will bring to all 
men — ^rich or poor, bond or free, in heathen as in Christian 
lands — the true " liberty, equality, and fraternity," in 
Jesus Christ ! 

From Philadelphia Doctor Duff went on to New York and 
Washington ; from there westward as far aa Si liouis ; then 
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by way of Detroit to Chicago, and on to Canada and Mont- 
real; then back by way of Boston to New York. Every- 
where it was but a repetition of his experiences in Philadel- 
phia — addresses and receptions, sermons and callera His 
impressions of America are fully recorded in his letters to 
his wife, and, on the whole, they were favorable. America's 
impressions of him are best evidenced by the immense 
crowds which everywhere gathered to hear him, and the 
lasting enthusiasm which he called forth. The overflowing 
cordiality and hospitality which /he received pleased even 
while it overwhelmed him ; the excitement and admiration 
which he aroused touched while it fatigued him. He says: 
"Never before was any minister or missionary of any 
denomination so received and so greeted in this part of the 
world, nor in any other that I ever heard of. The kindness 
of these people is absolutely oppressive; their importunity 
to address here and there and everywhere so absolutely 
autocratic, that I am driven in spite of myself to do more 
than I know I can stand. * * * Here the applicants 
are legion, and their dinning impetuous as the Atlantic 
gales. * * * Indeed, if I could multiply myself into a 
hundred bodies, each with the strength of a Hercules, and 
the mental and moral energy of a Paul, I could not over- 
take the calls and demands made upon me since my arrival. 
*  * Now all this is out of respect and kindness to me. 
Of course the feeling on the part of these strangers I can- 
not but appreciate. It is all very delightful if one has the 
needful strength, but, at this rate, it will soon kill me out- 
right." 

He traveled rapidly, and for long distances, often with 
much inconvenience and physical discomfort. His exper- 
ience of our railway system, as then conducted, was most 
unfortunate. His train was twice derailed in the same spot 
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occasioning many hours of waiting in the cold and wet and 
^thout food, and his patience was frequently tried by long 
delays for trivial causes. The changeaUeness and severity 
of our climate also caused him much real suffering; but with 
characteristic determination he persevered in spite of every- 
thing in doing what he had planned. Beferring to a meet- 
ing in Toronto where he had an audience of 3,000 people, 
he says: "Obliged to speak in a stifling, exhausted atmos- 
phere for nearly three hours to an audience whose attention 
never for a moment flagged. Little knew they, however, 
at what cost of life-blood to the speaker." Even in places 
where he was only to remain a few hours he found crowds of 
people waiting to be addressed, and he more than once con- 
tinued to speak until the last peremptory summons of boat 
or train compelled him to leave. At Montreal he fairly 
broke down and was confined to his bed for three days, yet 
on the fourth, notwithstanding excessive weakness, he again 
addressed 3,000 people " with more than ordinary unction* 
power and faithfulness." 

A Philadelphia paper of that period thus reports his first 
speech there: " Doctor Duff is obviously laboring under ill- 
health, and his voice, at no time very strong, occasionally 
subsides almost into a whisper. In addition to this draw- 
back he has none of the mere external graces of oratory. 
His eloquence is unstudied; his gesticulation uncouth, and, 
but for the intense feeling, the self-absorption out of which 
it manifestly springs, might even be considered grotesque. 
"Yet he is fascinatingly eloquent. Though his words flowed 
out in an unbroken, unpausing torrent, every eye was 
riveted upon him, every ear was strained to catch the slight- 
est sound. Indeed, while all that he said was impressive, 
both in matter and manner, many passages were really 
grand." But no mortal frame could long withstand such a 
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oontmued drain upon its vital forces and the day of reckon- 
ing was sure to come. 

He had intended going on to Quebec, but, to his great 
disappointment, found the boats were not yet running. A 
projected tour to Halifax and Nova Scotia had also to be 
given up, as his presence was required in New York at a 
great Missionary Convention to be held on May 4th and 
5th in the Broadway Tabernacle. During the ten days _ 
which he then spent in New York he made many addresseai/;. 
on different subjects; conducted the Foreign Missionary • 
deliberations, and helped to put the missionary societies-' 
of the city churches on a firm footing. A minister who^ 
heard him at one of those meetings gives his recollections 
of him as follows: 

" I heard Doctor Duff only once, but that once has been 
fixed in my memory ever since. It was in the old Broad- 
way Tabernacle where in that day all the May Anniversaries 
were held, and where, owing to this concentration, fine 
audiences gathered* The best platform speakers obtainable 
from far and near were to be heard there, and on these occa- 
sions they gave their best. There such orators as the elder 
Doctor Tyng and Doctor Befliune (among others) put 
forth all their powers and were, indeed, eloquent But 
upon the occasion to which I allude, and from among the 
crowd of ministers on the platform, rose Doctor Duff, the 
last speaker — well placed, for who could follow him ? A 
face decidedly Scotch, strong but plain, a plain man alto- 
gether, without a grace in outline or motion. One thing, 
however, he had, the perfervidum ingenium Scoforum to 
begin with, an imagination easily fired, and a subject which 
filled every recess of mind and heart; in other words, under 
this plain, rugged, even ungainly surface, msteiriakl^^r a 
[ volcano — as we soon found. Of gesture fts an accomDani 
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ment to both thought and words there was almost none; his 
muscles, apparently, being all drawn taut and rigid by the 
intense inward strain, and leaving him only capable of a 
jerk and a lift of one shoulder, a twitch of the forearm, or a 
swing of the whole arm round to his coat-taiL He simply 
spoke — ^without extra noise, without any of that variety, . 
power, and modulation, which, in addition to manner, gave 
Whitefield's words such effect But what he thought and 
'. .said came forth as lava — a bombardment composed of vivid 
;. : imaginations, of argument, of sarcasm, of appeals, of con- 
'r viction and feeling, out of a fountain of fire. The effect was 
immense. His voice, although not loud, had a penetrating, 
metallic tone, and as he would give utterance to some long 
sentence of especial eloquence, it might be compared to a 
corkscrew making its way through the yielding cork. At 
every turn and twist of the thought, under the pressure of 
his wonderful imagination, it would go deeper into the very 
heart of the silent and expectant audience, till at last the 
cork was out and their pent up feelings effervesced in load 
and long applause. Except Doctor Chalmers, his own 
countryman, it would be difficult to find an orator with 
whom to compare him." 

A New York reporter wrote of another of those addresses: 
'^ Under the burning satire and melting pathos of that tre- 
mendous appeal for dying heathendom, tears of indignation 
welled out from many an eye. We all sat in shame and 
confusion. I leaned over toward the reporters' table. Many 
of them had laid down their pens. They might as well have 
attempted to report a thunderstorm. As the orator drew 
near his close he seemed like one inspired. His face shone 
as if i.t were the face of an angel. He had become the very 
embdaimiBlit 6f missions to us, and was lost in his transcend- 
ent theme. The concluding sentence was a sweUing 
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outburst of prophecy of the coming triumphs of the 
Cross." 

The above extracts are sufficient to show how Doctor Duff 
impressed his American hearers. The University of New 
York testified its appreciation by conferring upon him an 
HiLD. Although he had not asked for money, or made any 
special appeals for his own work, Canada gave him a con- 
tribution for it, and Philadelphia and New York raided the 
sum of £3,000. The day he was to leave New York to 
return to England he remained in the pulpit until the very 
hour of starting, a^d it was with difficulty he could make 
his way to the steamer through the crowds which were 
gathered to see him depart One who was present wrote in 
regard to it: '' The scene defied description. The wharf and 
the noble ' Pacific.' were crowded with clergymen and Chris- 
tians, assembled to bid him farewell. Many could only take 
him by the hand, weep, and pass on. Never did any man 
leave our shores so encircled with Christian sympathy and 
affection.'' What'a contrast to the misgivings with which 
his coming was anticipated! What a power of attraction he 
must have possessed to so win hearts in but three short 
months! And the impression then made is still fresh and 
green in the memory of many who were privileged to hear 
the streams of eloquence that nearly forty years ago flowed 
from those lips which now are joining with many whom he 
helped to save, in the praises of that Master to whose ser- 
vice his life and powers were so entirely consecrated. 

It has been said *' if the United States are doing more for 
India, as well as for Africa and China and dying Turkey, 
proportionately, than even the old Mother Country, so far 
as the zeal is to be traced to any one, it is due to two men, 
Adoniram Judson and Alexander Du£" 
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CHAPTEB XV. 

HIS SECOND BETUBN TO INDIA. THE MUTINY. LAST TXABS 

IN INDIA. 

DOOTOK DUFF reached Scotland in May, 1854, just in 
time for the meeting of the General Assembly. He 
intended an immediate return to India, but before he could 
complete his arrangements his over-taxed strength finally 
succumbed, and an absolute and prolonged rest became 
imperative. Both mental and physical prostration were the 
result of those five years of almost perpetual travel, and for 
more than a year he was compelled to wander from place 
to place in search of health. He went in June to Great 
Malvern, and remained there under treatment until the 
blasts of early winter drove him still further south. He 
then travelled slowly through Southern Europe to Borne, 
where he was again prostrated by a return of his illness. 
Still in search of a more soothing climate he went on to 
Syria, pausing by the way to visit the Vaudois, a region of 
country which had always had for him a peculiar interest. 
Even in his weakened condition he could not refrain from 
doing work for his Master when occasion offered. At La 
Tour he found a distressing state of things. The very 
existence of the historic church of the Vaudois was threat- 
ened by dissensions among its ministers on constitutional 
points. Although it cost him a relapse he could not forego 
the peace-maker^s blessing, and he fully earned it by his 
judicious mediation between the contending parties. 

In Syria he went as far as Damascus, thence by way of 
Jaffa to Oonstantinople, and from there to Paris, where the 
marked improvement in his health tempted him to start at 
once for India. He was, however, detained there for a time 
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j by a "great evangelical gathering," after which he returned 
I to Malvern to receive the verdict of the doctors upon his 
' condition. The month of September he spent in Edinburgh 
with his own family, but during it delivered a final address 
before the Presbytery of Edinburgh in the Free High Kirk. 
October the thirteenth he and his wife started the third 
time for India, with the sanction of his physicians, but on 
condition that he would still wait six months before re-en- 
gaging in active work. After a prosperous and uneventful 
voyage they landed at Bombay and made their way across 
Northern India, through Poona, Nagpore and Benares, to 
Calcutta, where they arrived early in February, 1856. 

The following Sunday Doctor Duff preached to a large 
congregation of natives and British in the Free Ohurch. 
Sir Henry Durand, who was present at the service, and who 
had last heard him in 1830, when they were fellow-passen- 
gers on the " Lady Holland,'' notes the marked develop- 
ment of his powers during that quarter of a century, and 
also the great change in the condition of India indicated by 
the large number of native Christians who were in attendance 
at ohurch. He says : ** We have not quite stood still in 
India for a quarter of a century. Doctor Duff and his 
coadjutors in labor have, under God's providence, laid the 
corner-stone of an edifice which must swell into gigantic 
proportions before another quarter of a century." The next 
day he accompanied Doctor Duff when the latter paid his 
first visit to the fine school and college buildings which had 
been erected during his absence, and which were largely 
due to the American donations. It was indeed a joyful hour 
for the returned missionary when he stood within that 
building (the second which had resulted from his labors), 
and received the loving greetings of his old pupils and their 
teachers. He addressed them with more than usual solemnitj 
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and feeling, so that even those who could not understand 
his words were impressed by the earnestness of his tones. 

In speaking of the occasion, Sir Henrj says: *'I don't 
think the new building, large and costly though it seem now, 
any thing more than a mere nursery. There must be many 
such before long in different quarters of India, but wher- 
ever they are and whatever their numbers. Doctor Duff and 
his first five Hindoo pupils will be remembered as God^s 
chosen instruments.'' Those anticipations already find 
abundant fulfilment in the many thousands of Hindoo boys 
and girls who are to-day being educated in the Christian 
schools which are to be found throughout the length and 
breadth of the land. Even before another twenty-five years 
had rolled away the official reports showed one hundred 
native Christian pastors and thirteen hundred catechists 
inactive service; one hundred and forty thousand native 
Christians, and more than thirty-three thousand boys, with 
eight thousand girls, in the mission schools. As to the last 
part of the prophecy, what name stands higher to-day on 
the roll of those who have given their lives and labors to 
India, than that of Alexander Duff, or who has yet done 
more to let in upon that darkened land that light and knowl- 
edge which has its sonroe and fountain head in the very 
heart of the Universal Father? 

But before Christianity could gain that firmer hold, the 
church and the empire must first cope with and conquer 
the combined forces of Heathendom. Already, at the time 
when Sir Henry was uttering his hopeful predictions, the 
''coming event" of the mutiny was casting its black 
shadow over the land. The same month that Doctor Duff 
returned, Lord Canning came to India as its Governor- 
General, and Lord Dalhousie left for England. The latter 
had done much during his term of office to establish the 
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India Empire, and it was largely due to him that it was 
 able to survive the dark days which were to follow his with- 
drawal. Of Canning Doctor Duflf speaks in terms of respect. 
He wrote in his diary: "This I can truly say, that I believe 
no Governor-General ever came to India with a more 
sincerely honest desire to do what he could toward the 
material improvement of the country, and the intellectual 
and social advancement of the people.-' Doctor Smith says: 
"If the mutiny had come at the close instead of at the 
beginning of Lord Canning's too brief term of office, how 
differently would he have met it" 

The events precedent to and those which occurred during 
the mutiny are familiar history. Hardly yet has the tale 
of the barbarities then perpetrated, of the daily massacres 
and martyrdoms, ceased to thrill and shock the world. But 
the farther we recede, the more clearly can we see the di- 
mensions of that disaster. That the number of British 
troops in the peninsula had been unwisely reduced, espec- 
ially in view of the territorial increase of the British posses- 
sions, there can now be no doubt. Before the mutiny the 
men who predicted trouble unless certain reforms were made 
in the army and Government, were termed "croakers;" 
nevertheless many wise men and able statesmen had long 
viewed with apprehension the mistakes and supineness of 
the later administrations, and had felt that British supre* 
macy rested on an insecure basis. The missionaries had 
»o« th„ o.oe ™„ed ihe Oo^^ent of »i.ti„g ™e»i- 
ness among the natives; and as before a volcanic eruption 
keen observers had been make apprehensive by grumblings 
and mutterings, which ought not to have been disregarded 
in the internal organism of India. Disaffection easily found 
a rallying point in the petty princes who were kept on their 
thrones by British policy, whilst the Mohammedans, stiU 
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sore from their loss of sovereignty, well understood the 
secret methods of inflaming a rebelliouslj disposed people 
to the point of active insurrection. 

It is now also well understood that the story of the 
greased cartridges, which was made so much of at the time 
as a wanton outrage upon the caste prejudices of the Sepoys, 
only hastened, and did not cause, the rebellion. The time 
for the general rising had already been fixed for the last 
Sabbath in May, and the panic which precipitated the event, 
it is probable, really saved British power from complete 
overthrow. It is, however, only with the mutiny as it con- 
cerned Doctor Duff that we now have to do. We will take 
as far as possible his own account of what he experienced 
and witnessed. This he gave in detail in a very valuable 
series of letters on *' The Indian Bebellion, its Causes and 
Eesults ;" but his private letters and diary will supply what 
is most important to this narrative. 

Doctor Duff's house stood, in one of the most exposed 
parts of Calcutta, at a point where they were in danger from 
every ebb and flow of the tide of insurrection. But, although 
soon after the outbreak he was obliged to petition for mus- 
kets with which to protect himself and his dear ones, he 
refused to move and continued his work all through without 
interruption. 

May 16th, 1857, he wrote in his diary: ** We are at this 
moment in a crisis of jeopardy, such as has not occurred since 
the awful catastrophe of the Black Hole of Calcutta. It is now 
certain that we narrowly escaped a general massacre in Cal- 
cutta itself. There was a deep-laid plot or conspiracy — for 
which some have undergone the penalty of death — to seize 
on Fort William, and massacre all the Europeans. * * * 
Prom all the chief stations in the Northwest, intelligence 
of a mutinous spirit manifesting itself in divers ways has 
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been dropping in upon us for several wee&s past. Sat at 
this moment all interest is absorbed by the two ^ most pro- 
minent cases at Meerut and Delhi. Such a blow to the 
prestige of British power and supremacy has not yet been 
struck in the whole history of British India. * * Nearly 
half the native army is in a state of secret or open mutiny, 
and the other half known to be disaffected. But this is not 
all; the populace generally is known to be disaffected. 
Nothing, nothing but some signal and gracious interposition 
of the God of Providence seems competent now to save our 
empire in India. And if there be a general rising — as any 
day may be — the probability is, that not a European life 
will anywhere escape the universal and indiscriminate 
massacra'' Looking back from our present standpoint 
upon the scenes of anarchy and bloodshed which so soon 
followed, we can clearly trace **the interpositions of the God 
of Providence," who in His mercy saved so many of the 
Europeans in India from that terrible fate. 

A month later, June 16th, he again writes: " Calcutta, be- 
ing guarded by native police only, in whom not a particle of 
confidence can any longer be reposed, seemed to be exposed 
on all sides to imminent perils, as most of the European 
soldiers had been sent to the Northwest. In this extremity, 
and in the midst of indescribable pain and alarm, the 
Government began to enroll the European and East Indian 
residents as volunteers, to patrol the streets at night, etc. 
Happily the 78th Highlanders arrived during the week, and 
their presence helped to act so far as a sedative. Still, 
while the city was filled with armed citizens, and surrounded 
on all sides with armed soldiers, all known to be disaffected 
to the core, and waiting only for the signal to burst upon 
the European population in a tempest of massacre and blood, 
the feeliner of uneasiness and insecurity was intense. On 
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Sunday (14th) the feeling of anxiety rose to a perfect 
paroxysm. On Saturday night the Brigadier at Barrackpore 
sent an express to Government House, to notify that there 
was to be a general rising of the Sepoys on Sabbath. 
* * * Accordingly, throughout the whole Sabbath-day 
the wildest and most fearful rumors were circulating in 
rapid succession. *  * I went on with all my ordinary 
Sabbath duties, altogether in the ordinary way. Almost all 
the ministers in Calcutta had expostulatory letters sent 
them, dissuading them from preaching in the forenoon. 
And though, to their credit, no one, so far as I have heard, 
yielded to the pressure, the churches in the forenoon were 
half empty, and in the evening nearly empty altogether. 
On Sunday at 5 p. M., the authorities, backed by the 
presence of British troops, proceeded to disarm the Sepoys 
at Barrackpore, Dum Dum and elsewhera Through God's 
great mercy the attempt proved successful. This, however, 
was only known to a few * * so that the panic through- 
out Sunday night rose to an inconceivable heighi * * 
Mrs. DufE and myself (with the exception of another couple) 
were the only British residents in Cornwallis Square on 
that night. Faith in Jehovah as our refuge and strength 
led us to cling to our post, and we laid us down to sleep as 
usual ; and on Monday morning my remark was, * Well, I 
have not enjoyed such a soft, sweet, refreshing rest for 
some weeks past.' '' 

In addition to any anxiety he may have felt as to his own 
or his wife's safety, he was in constant fear and suspense in 
regard to his son, who was in Meerut at the very centre o£ 
the disturbance, and where several Europeans had already 
been massacred. It has more than once been suggested 
that the missionaries in India, with their reforms and inno- 
ations, and their open attacks on all forms of idolatry, had 
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been largely responsible for the irritation among the natives 
which culminated in the mutiny. On this point Doctqr 
Duflf gives clear and precise testimony: "To prevent all 
misconception with reference to missionaries, it ought to be 
emphatically noted, that nowhere has any special enmity or 
hostility been manifested toward them by the mutineers. 
Far from it Such of them as fell in the way of the rebels 
were simply dealt with precisely in the same way as all 
other Europeans were dealt with. They belonged to the 
governing class, and as sach must be destroyed. * * In 
short, I feel more than ever persuaded of the reality of the 
conviction which I entertained from the very first, that this 
monster rebellion has been mainly of a political, and but 

generally no special animosity has been exhibited toward 
the missionaries or their doings ; * * if any Europeans 
are trusted, the missionaries are at present^' That there 
were those who met with persecution for conscience' sake 
Doctor Duflf would not wish to deny. That there were those 
who deliberately chose dishonor and death rather than deny 
their Christian faith, will ever be the glory of the native 
church in India. The unshaken loyalty and unflinching 
courage of such native Christians as were employed in 
active service, convinced even the Government of the fatal 
mistake it had made in expelling all the baptized natives 
from the army, and in refusing the oflFer of the missionaries 
to raise troops from among their converts. 

Perhaps the most exciting day of all the Bebellion in 
Calcutta was the 24th of June, the hundredth anniversary 
of the battle of Plassey, and the day upon which native pre- 
dictions had fixed as the last of British supremacy. It was 
also the date of the annual festival of Jugganath, and hence 
gave great opportunity for concerted uprising^ of the natives 
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On the evening of that day Doctor Duff wrote: *' The day 
has passed by, and through God's overruling providence 
Calcutta is still the metropolis of British India. * * * 
Doubtless the knowledge of the vast preparations that were 
made to put down any insurrection, tended, under Ood, to 
prevent any, by paralyzing the hosts of conspirators under a 
conviction of the utter hopelessness of success.'' 

On June 4th India and England were called to mourn the 
loss of that heroic soldier and able ruler. Sir Henry Law- 
rence. Three months later the nation's joy over the relief 
of Lucknow was again turned to sadness by the news of the 
death of the no less noble and heroic Havelock. Of Law- 
rence Doctor Duff wrote: '' What shall I say? It is impos- 
sible for me to express the grief of heart which I feel in 
recording the death of Sir Henry Lawrence.   * I 
mourn over him as a personal friend— one whose friendship 
resembled more what we sometimes meet with in romance 
rather than in actual every-day life. I mourn over him as 
one of the truest, sincerest, and most liberal supporters of 
our Calcutta Mission. I mourn over him as the heaviest 
loBB Which British India could possibly sustain in the yerj 
midst of the most terrible crisis of her history." 

All through June and July the ** heavy tidings from the 
Northwest " continued to come in. Each day brought some 
fresh account of tortures and massacres, of barbarity and 
treachery, but even the darkest pages of that history are 
illumined by the heroism and endurance of England's sons 
and daughters. **At last the discovery of plot after plot for 
a general rise of the natives and massacre of the Europeans 
roused the authorities to action," and decisive measures were 
adopted to protect the British in Calcutta. In the mean- 
time, Campbell and Havelock were marching toward Luck- 
now and Delhi, and on that memorable first of October the 
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capture of the latter place really broke the backbone of the 
mutiny. Lucknow and Oawnpore soon followed and India 
was saved to England — ^but at what a price 1 The official 
despatches reported ''scores of officers and hundreds of 
men killed or wounded," and among them were some of 
England's noblest and best Yet, if it should prove the 
means by which that land, so rich in nature's gifts, is at last 
brought out of her spiritual darkness into His '' marvelous 
light,'' would even those precious lives be too great a ran- 
som ? Surely, viewing it, as they now do, in the light of 
Eternity, they would not deem it such. 

Although the effects of the Eebellion continued to be felt 
for several years, the actual outbreak was sufficiently under 
control by the middle of October for the Presbytery of the 
Free Church in Calcutta to appoint Sunday, the 25th, as the 
day for a special thanksgiving service to be conducted by 
Doctor Duffl His sermon on the occasion was one of the 
grandest oratorical efforts of his life, but it was so nearly 
extempore that he could never reproduce it for publication, 
even in part 

The seven years which followed the mutiny were the last 
of his life in India, and can be summed up in a few words. 
To the very last day he continued active in all good works ; 
'' for rich and poor, educated and ignorant, Christian and 
non-Christian, he did not cease to sacrifice liimself, and 
always in the character of the Christian missionary who, 
because he would sanctify all truth, feared none." He accom- 
plished much in many directions, and was greatly privileged 
to see the marked success of his most cherished enterprises. 
More than that, he set in motion another which will prove a 
blessing and a benefit to yet unborn generations of Hindoos. 

At the very commencement of his life in India Doctor 
Duff had deliberately decided to confine his attention chiefly 
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to the boys and men. He did not consider that the time had 
yet come for effective work in behalf of the women of the 
land. He hoped to so educate and enlighten the fathers 
and husbands and brothers of India that they would them- 
selves be ready to aid in the elevation and emancipation 
from ignorance and superstition of the women of their race. 
Nor did residts prove him wrong. Up to 1854 the attempts 
to reach and influence the female part of the native popula- 
tion had met with but small success. The idea of zenana 
teaching, afterward developed into such a useful system, 
had been suggested in 1840 by Doctor T. Smith, a colleague 
of Doctor Duff; but it was not fairly carried into effect 
until 1850, when Eev. John Fordyce (one of those whom 
Doctor Duff had sent to India) helped Doctor Smith to 
establish the *' Zenana Mission.'' Previous to that date a 
day-school had been opened for high caste girls; but all 
Ohristian teaching had been carefully excluded, and the 
school neither grew nor prospered. In 1857 Doctor Duff 
had reason to think that the families of some of his own stu- 
dents would be willing to send their girls to a school con- 
ducted on the same principles as the college. One Brah- 
man even proved ready to supply rooms for the purpose, and 
it was soon opened under the supervision of the same lady 
who had so successfully put in operation the plans for the 
zenana teaching. The new enterprise received valuable 
aid from many sources, and was a success from the very be- 
ginning. At the end of the first year an examination was 
held in the house of one of the millionaires of Calcutta, at 
which were present a number of native and European gen- 
tlemen and several English ladies. There were at the time 
sixty-two girls on the roll, all of whom passed a creditable 
examination. One Hindoo gentleman contributed money 
for a scholarship, others gave prizes, and vet others con- 
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tributed articles for use in the school, which continued in 
saccessfol operation long after its founder left India. 

For the day soon came when, in spite of his determination 
to live and die there, Doctor Duff must say farewell to the land 
where so large a portion of his life had been passed. In 
1863 he was again urgently recalled to Scotland to take 
charge of the mission work there, in tiie place left vacant 
by the death of Doctor Tweedie. Those years immediately 
preceding 1863 had been sad ones for the tender-hearted 
missionary. He had been deeply grieved by the deaths, so 
quickly succeeding one another, of Lacroix, the Swiss mis- 
sionary, and his beloved friend ; of Doctor Ewart, so long his 
faithful colleague ; and of his dear spiritual son, Bev. 
Gopeenath Nundi, who had barely escaped martyrdom at the 
time of the mutiny. These losses were shortly followed by 
the withdrawal from the mission of Doctor Mackay, whose 
broken health compelled him to return to Edinburgh, where 
he soon after died. Doctor DufTs own health was much 
impaired, and each year new and perplexing questions in 
regard to the work were arising to harass and disturb him. 
Younger men who had come in did not view matters as he 
did, and friction and controversy added to the strain upon 
him. In consideration of all these things, and especially of 
his physical condition, when his church again summoned 
him home he felt the time had come to obey the call. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

HIS BETTTBK TO SCOTLAND. HIS LA.8T YEABS. HIS DEATH. 

IN December, 1868, therefore, Alexander Duff left India 
after nearly thirty years there of incessant labor, to 
return no more. When his intention was made known, if 
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was heard with regret by men of all classes and creeds. 
But opposition was useless— the decision was evidently a 
necessity. The people of Bengal could now only express 
their appreciation of him by uniting to honor the man who 
had done so much for the best good of their land. This 
they did in an unprecedented manner. Meetings were held ; 
addresses and gifts poured in upon him; uniyersity scholar- 
ships were endowed with his name; his own students placed 
his marble bust in the hall of his college, while other insti- 
tutions secured oil portraits of him. His replies to these 
many marks of aJSection were often pathetic in /their tender- 
ness and humility. The most substantial proofs of esteem, 
howeyer, he received from some of the Scottish merchants 
of India, Singapore and China, who united in presenting 
him with a house in Edinburgh, and with a sum of £11,000. 
The principal of this sum he reserved for the use of inva- 
lided missionaries after his own death, and the interest for 
his own support during the remainder of his life, as he re- 
fused to take other recompense for his services in Scotland, 
Sir Henry Maine, as yice-Chancellor of the University, 
gave hi8 personal impressions of his character in these 
words : '^I should be ashamed to speak of him in any other 
character than the only one which he cared to fill— r-the 
character of a missionary. Begarding him, then, as a 
missionary, the qualities in him which most impressed me 
were, first of all, his absolute self-sacrifice and self-denial. 
* * Next I was struck — and here we have the point of con- 
tact between his religious and educational life — ^by his 
perfect faith in the harmony of truth.  * * Doctor Duff, 
believing his own creed to be true, believed also that it had 
the great characteristic of truth — that characteristic which 
nothing else except truth possesses — that it can be recon* 
ciled with everything else which is also true. If you only 
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realize how rare this combination of queJities is — how seldom 
the energy which springs from conviction is found united 
with perfect fearlessness in encouraging the spread of 
knowledge, you will understand what we have lost through 
his departure." 

Bishop Ootton, of Calcutta, in his metropolitan charge, also 
expresses his opinion in the following terms : '* It was the 
special glory of Alexander Duff ihat, arriving here in the 
midst of a great intellectual movement of a completely 
atheistical character, he at once resolved to make that char- 
acter Ohristian. When the new generation of Bengalees, 
and too many, alas! of their European friends and teachers, 
were talking of Christianity as an obsolete superstition, 
Alexander Duff suddenly burst upon the scene, with his 
unhesitating faith, his indomitable energy, hie varied erudi- 
tion, and his never«failing stream of fervid eloquence, to 
teach them that the gospel was not dead or sleeping, not 
the ally of ignorance and error, not ashamed or unable to 
vindicate its claims to universal ]?everence ; but that then, 
as always, the Gospel of Christ was marching forward in the 
van of civilization, and that the Church of Christ was still 
*the light of the world.' *  * It is quite certain that 
the work which he did in India can never be undone, unless 
we, whom he leaves behind, are faithless to his example.'' 

Thus Doctor Duff left India loved and regretted by all 
those who had witnessed his earnest^ consistent life, or felt 
the power of his magnetic personality. Before returning to 
Scotland he determined to take a voyage to the Cape, with 
the hope of restoring his shattered health, and also in order 
to see for himself the condition of the Free Church Mis- 
sions in Africa. During the voyage itself, which greatly 
benefitted him physically, he found opportunity to speak 
many words for his Master, and to do many acts of kindness 
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and BO did he win the hearts of all on board that there was 
general mourning when he left the ship. While on that 
journey he wrote in his diary : " If health be restored, my 
future is wrapped in clouds and thick darkness. ' I simply 
yield to what I cannot but believe to be the leadings of 
Providence, which seem to peal in my ears 'Go forward!' 
and from the experience of the past my assured hope is 
that if I do go forward, in humble dependence on my God, 
* light will spring up in my darkness.' " 

Before he finally turned his face homeward he went 
through the greater part of known Africa, organizing, stimu- 
lating, and enlightening wherever he found missions already 
established, and selecting places for new enterprises. It was 
just at the time of the famous trial of Bishop Golenso, in 
the details of wh^ch he was deeply interested ; at the time, 
also, when Livingstone was pursuing his lonely and perilous 
explorations in the centre of the country. Six months after 
leaving India Doctor Dufif fairly started for his own country, 
which he reached in August, 1864. Although still physi- 
cally weak he was able on his arrival to address the General 
Assembly '* commission,'' and after some rest to speak at 
other meetings held in his honor. Very soon after his 
return he received news from Calcutta of a furious cyclone 
which had swept over the city and injured or destroyed 
several of the mission buildings. The same letter, however, 
contained the pleasant intelligence of an official visit paid to 
his beloved institution by the Governor-General. It was the 
first time such notice had been taken of a missionary college, 
and was particularly satisfactory, as it placed it on the same 
footing with the Government universities. 

But all joy was speedily overclouded for Doctor Duff. 
Only six months after his return from his long exile he was 
called to meet the most crushing sorrow which could come to 
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him, and one which left desolate his remaining years. Little 
has been said thus far of Mrs. Duff. Her life was so quiet 
and unobtrusive, so entirely merged in that of her husband, 
that few really knew her apart from him. To him she was 
ever a source of *' solace and inspiration.^' She had pre- 
ceded him to Scotland when he sailed for the Gape, and 
hardly had the joy of reunion lost its first freshness, when 
she was called again to precede him to their Eternal home. 
The Eev. Lai Behari Day, one of Doctor Duff's early con- 
verts, and at the time of Mrs. Duff's death pastor of the 
native church of Calcutta, thus characterized one who was 
best known by the poor and suffering among the native 
Christians of Bengal : '' A more high minded and pure 
Bouled woman, of loftier character or greater kindliness, I 
haTenotseen. Her distinguiBhed husband was engaged in a 
mighty work, and she rightly judged that, instead of striking 
out a path for herself of missionary usefulness, she would 
be doing her duty best by upholding and strengthening him 
in his great undertaking. * * And it is a happy circum- 
stance for our Mission and for India at large that Mrs. Duff 
thus judged. The great success of the memorable father of 
ouv Mission is owing, under God,doubtless to his distinguished 
talents and fervent zeal ; but it is not too much to say that that 
success would have been considerably less than it has been 
had his hand not been strengthened and his heart sustained 
by the diligent and affectionate ministrations of his partner 
in life." In the first outburst of his great grief, Doctor 
Duff himself wrote to his son in India : *' What my own 
feelings are I dare not venture to attempt to describe; nor 
would I if I could. They are known to the Searcher of 
hearts and can only find relief in prayer. The union, 
cemented by upwards of thirty- eight years of a strangely 
eventful life in many climes, and amid many perils and 
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trials and joys, so suddenly, so abruptly, brought to a final 
close in this world — oh ! it is agony to look at it in itself. But 
when I turn to the Saviour and the saintly one now in 
glory, I do see the dark cloud so lustred with the rainbow 
of hope and promise, that I cannot but mingle joy with 
my sorrow, and we can all unite in praising the Lord for 
His goodness, His marvellous loving kindnesses towards us 
in our hour of spre trial," 

He had all the consolation that affection and sympathy 
could give him, but to the hour of his death he never ceased 
to feel his loss an ever present sorrow. He found some 
solace in his unremitting labors ; in a deeper study of the 
Bible^ and of theological, scientific, and literary works, 
especially among the latter those of his favorite authors, 
Carlyle, De Quincey, Milton and Oowper. The lonely years 
which remained to him were spent in part in the homes of 
dear and sympathetic friends, and that of his married 
daughter; in part also in an old inn at Patter dale, where 
he interested himself in the simple lives of the villagers, 
and took great delight in the natural beauties and glories 
of that picturesque region about Ulleswater and Helvellyn. 
He had little time, however, for quiet enjoyment, or indeed 
for mourning; public duties and responsibilities claimed him 
to the very end of that eventful life. 

Although the field of his own labors could not fail always 
to lie nearest his heart and to engage his deepest interest, 
as Convener of its Foreign Missions Committee he was 
at the heart of all the mission work of his church. During 
the fourteen years he occupied that position he greatly 
enlarged her activities in all directions, especially in Africa; 
firmly established the missions already in operation, and 
organized new ones in several untried fields. In addition 
to these duties he was often obliged to raise funds for 
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special objects, and to stimulate and administer the regular 
yearly contributions. But his direct mission work was but 
a small part of his labors. In returning to Scotland he had 
hoped to accomplish three objects which he had long had in 
mind. He wished to organize a missionary institution for 
the practical training of young missionaries, a missionary 
Quarterly Beview to furnish reliable missionary intelli- 
gence, and a professorship of evangelistic theology. The 
last of these projects was the only one he was personally 
able to carry out. It had more than once been proposed by 
him to Doctor Chalmers and others, and on his own final 
return he felt sure the time had come for its accomplishment 
When he again, therefore, proposed it in a definite shape, 
the suggestion was cordially responded to by leading men of 
seyeral different churches. In fact they soon raised £10,000 
for the endowment of the new chair, and Doctor Duff was 
unanimously elected to fill it; nor, although it inyolved 
lecturing in three colleges, and many other professorial 
duties, did he feel free to decline it. The salary attending 
the office he refused to use, but retained it toward the future 
establishment of his yet hoped-for Missionary Instituta 

In 1873 he was a second time chosen Moderator of th^ 
General Assembly, he being the only man in the church 
Bo entirely outside of party strife that he could successfully 
act as peacemaker between the '* Unionists " and '* Separ- 
atists '' on the question of the incorporation of the Free 
Church with the United Presbyterian. Doctor Duff's wise 
mediation effected a compromise between the opposing 
parties, and averted another schism within the bosom of the 
Free Church. Nevertheless he did not himself escape 
without the misapprehension and condemnation which is so 
often the portion of the peacemaker; but, conscious of the 
purity of his own motives, no '* strife of tongues " could long 
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disturb his peace. So the long and active life of Scotland's 
greatest missionary drew toward its close ; peacefullj, 
except for the outside clashing of rival interests and the din 
of controversy, and that inward sorrow which ever cast its 
shadow over the brightness of those years — ^years rich in the 
love and reverence of all who truly understood the singleness 
of his purposes and the entire consecration of his powers to 
them,years full to the end of labors and cares for his Master's 
cause. These labors, however, were occasionally varied by 
more or less extended joumeyings, which, while connected 
with his work, gave him both pleasure and needed recreation. 
Doctor Smith thus sums up the achievements of that life, of 
which those of the last fourteen years would, even taken 
alone, form a noble record : '* Apart from the missions he 
had given to the Established Church of Scotland and the 
missionaries, European, American and Asiatic, he had 
influenced or trained for other churches; the one boy-mis- 
sionary ordained by Chalmers, and sent forth by Inglis in 
1§29, is represented by a staff of 115 Scottish and forty- 
four Hindoo, Farsee, and Kaffir missionaries in the half 
century, besides five medical missionaries — one a lady — 
eleven lay professors and evangelists, and several students 
of divinity. The two primary English schools of 1830 at 
Calcutta and Bombay have become (in 1880) 210 colleges 
and schools in which, every year, more than 15,000 youths 
of both sexes receive daily instruction in the word of God* 
English has become the common language of hundreds of 
thousands of the educated natives of India and Africa. But 
a pure and Christian literature has been created in their many 
vernaculars, and even classical tongues based on and apply- 
ing the translated Bible. The Free Church converts alone 
have numbered 6,458 adults. These with their families 
have not only created Christian communities, but they form 
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twenty-eight congregations, which, after many members 
have passed away, number 8,500 communicants, 4,100 bap- 
tized adherents, 800 catechumens, all under ministers of 
their own race. No mission can show so many converts, or 
nearly so many native missionaries, as the India Mission of 
Doctor Dufi^ who was ever ready to abase himself while 
magnifying his office and defending his method." 

In 1876, just a month after passing his seventieth birthday, 
Doctor Duff had a heavy fall in his own study which 
resulted in several months of illness, and was eventually 
the cause of his death. At the time he did not fully appre- 
ciate the seriousness of the accident, and continued his work 
without cessation — ^was indeed planning a third extended 
campaign among the Scotch churches ; when, in 1877, he 
found he would be obliged to have an operation performed 
on a tumor which had developed behind his ear. The weak- 
ness consequent on the operation compelled him to with- 
draw for a time, as he thought, from his many responsi- 
bilities. He went to Sidmouth, Devonshire, for the winter, 
but there his illness increased so rapidly that in January his 
son was summoned from Calcutta to join him. Through the 
following month the veteran missionary was gradually 
loosening his hold on earth. He thus expressed his condi- 
tion of mind : *'I am very low and cannot say much, but I 
am living daily, habitually in Him." When told of his 
approaching death he simply said, with perfect calmness, 
" Thy will, my God, my God be done." To the end he 
retained his loving interest in his friends and in public 
affairs, especially in what concerned that land which had 
been the scene of his greatest sacrifices and most zealous 
labors. 

On February 12th, 1878, without greet pain, and in per- 
fect peace, passed through the portal of death into the full 



122 ALEXANDER DUFF. 

realization of eternal life this great, noble, and useful man, 
than whom since Paul, none perhaps had more fully exem- 
plified the Apostle's description of his own life : "In journey- 
ings often,, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils 
by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilder- 
ness, in perils in the sea; in weariness and painfulness, in 
watchings often. Besides those things which are without, that 
which Cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. '^ 

One thing only disturbed his last hours: he grieved to 
leave unaccomplished his long cherished desire for the 
organization of a Missionary Institute, but he could only 
leave it as a trust to his friends. With his personal prop-, 
erty he founded a lectureship on Foreign Missions. Over 
his grave met men of all classes and creeds ; representatives 
of all professions, occupations and churches were there, and 
every difference was forgotten while they united in heartfelt 
mourning for him whom all acknowledged as not only one 
of the greatest of Christian missionaries, but also one of 
the noblest of Scotland's sons. 

For more than a decade he has now been one of that 
multitude which no man can number, praising God before 
the throne. And among that ransomed throng what 
a goodly number will be the fruit of his own sowing! The 
conflict in which his heart was so deeply engaged of know- 
ledge against ignorance, light against darkness, Christianity 
against all false religions, is still raging no less hotly. The 
future of that land to which he devoted his best energies is 
more than ever a deep problem. How much longer Great 
Britain can maintain her hold over those seething millions; 
what will be their fate if left to themselves — whether a total 
relapse into the ignorance and semi-barbarism which so 
long held them enthralled, or an awakening to a new 
national life founded on Christian principles; these are 
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qae^stions whose answers still lie behind the veil which 
hangs between us and the future. 

It is claimed that nt>thing stands between India and a 
return to all the barbarities of her past but the 80,000 
British officers and soldiers who really constitute the Indian 
[Empire. But where then would be the 660,000 natives who 
bow the knee in heart-felt loyaltj to England^s God, if not 
to England^s earthly sovereign? Where would be the 
millions of men and women who have received a Christian 
education and come under the influence of Christian ideas ? 
As Christians ourselves we cannot doubt — we dare not doubt 
— that the cause to which Alexander Duff dedicated his life 
will go on increasing in dominion and power until it fills the 
'* uttermost partem of the earth " ; until all nations and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues *' shall come to confess 
Him Lord over alP'; nay more, until the Sovereign Jehovah 
of the chosen people is known to all men as the Universal 
Father through His Son Jesus Christ 



THE END. 
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anywhere, city, town and country. 

8. The vrork is not an experiment, but an established and thoroughly 
tried method of restkitig; thi f»flt^ especially those who do not go to church 
nor care for reS^ons things. 

9. The opportunity offered to travel, see the country and meet people of 
all classes. 

10. It provides paying employment at the smallest outlay of money^ and 
the least pesaUc risk of failure or loss. The remoneratien oficred is ilberal 
and in proportion to the amount of time and energy expended. Diligent and 
consecrated men pnd women make all expenses and enough more to provide t 

fund. 
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15 cento each. 



EUht for 
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NUMERICAL CATALOGUE OF 

THE MOODY COLPORTAGE LIBRARY 

A series of books by ^ell-known Christian authors, undenomlnationaL 
thoroughly eTangelistio, for all classes of readers, in several languages. All 
uniform In size and style with this volume. 



r 



1 All of Grace- G. H. Spurgeon 

2 The Way to God. D. L. Moody 

3 Pleasure and Profit in Blbl^ Study. 

D. L. Moody 

4 Life, Warfare and Victory. D. W. 

Whittle 
6 Heaven. D. L. Moody 

6 Prevailing Prayer. D. L. Moody 

7 The Way of Life. 

8 Secret Power. D. L. Moody 

9 To the Work. D. L. Moody 

10 According to Promise. C. H. Bpnrgeon 

11 Bible Characters. D. L. Moody 

13 Gospel Pictures and Story Sermons. 
Whittle 

13 And Peter. J. W. Chapman 

14 Select Poems. 

16 Light on Life's Duties. F. B. Meyer 
10 Point and Purpose inStoryandSaylng. 

17 Selections from Spurgeon. 

18 The Good Shepherd. Life of Christ. 

19 QootL Tidings. Talmage and others 
90 Sovereign Grace. D. L. Moody 

31 Select Sermons. D. L. Moody 

23 Temperance. i 

23 Nobody Loves Me~A Story. Walton 

34 The Empty Tomb. 

30 Sowing and Reaping. D. L. Moody 

38 Probable Sons— A Story. Amy 

LeFeuvre 
80 Good News. Bobert Boyd 
33 The Secret of Guidance. F. B. Meyer 
84 The Second Coming of Christ. 
86 SundayTalkstotheYoung.JosiahMee 
88 Parables from Nature. Mrs. Alfred 

3atty 
40 Kadesh-Baxnea. J. W. Chapman 

43 Whiter Than Snow, and Little Dot. 

Stories. 

44 The Overcoming Life. D. L. Moody 
46 A Royal Kzlle. Talmage 

48 The Prodigal. 

49 The Spirit-Filled Life. John MaoNeil 
fiOJessica*s First Prayer— A Story. 

Stretton 
61 A Castaway. F. B. Meyer 
63 Heaven on Barth. A. C. Dixon 
68 Select Northfleld Sermons. 
54 Absolute Surrender. Andrew Murray 
6b Possibilities. J. G. K. MoClure 

66 Faith. Spurgeon, Moody and others 

67 Christie'sOldOrgan— AStory. Walton 

68 Naaman the Syrian. A. B. Mackay 

69 The Lost Crown. J. W. Chapman 

60 Weighed and Wanting. Addresses on 

the Ten Commandments. D.L.Moody 

61 The Crew of the Dolphin— A Story. 

Stretton 

62 John Ploughman*s Talk. Spurgeon 

63 Meet for the Masters' Use. F.B.Meyer 

64 Our Bible. C. Leach and R. A. Torrey 
66 Alone in London— A Story. Stretton 

66 Moody's Anecdotes. 

67 Drummond's Addresses. 

68 The Mirage of Life. Miller 

69 Children of the Bible. 



70 The Power of Pentecost. Thomas 

Waugh 

71 Men of the Bible. D. L. Moody 

73 A Peep Behind the Scenes. Walton 

73 The School of Obedience. Andrew 

Murray 

74 Home Duties. R. T. Cross 

76 Tales of Adventure from the Old 
Book. Thomas Champness 

76 Moody's Stories. 

77 The True Estimate of Life. G. 

Campbell Morgan 

78 The Robber's Cave— A Story. A.L.O.B. 

79 The Life of David. For Children 

80 John Ploughman's Piotures.Spurgeon 

81 Thoughts for the Quiet Hour. 

83 Mothers of the Bible. Chas. Leach 

83 The Shorter Life of D. L. Moody . Vol. 

L P. D. Moody and A. P. Fitt 

84 Ditto. Vol. II. 

86 Revival of a Dead Church. L. G. 
Bronghton 

86 Moody's Latest Sermons. 

87 A Missionary Penny— A Story .L.C.W. 

88 Calvary's Cross. Spurgeon, Whittle 

and others 

89 How to Pray. R. A. Torrey 

90 Little King Davie— A Story. Nellie 

Hellis 

91 Short Talks. D. L. Moody 
93 The Great Appeal. MoClure 

93 Pilgrim's Progress. Bunyan 

94 Christie, the King's Servant. Walton 

95 What is **Maranatha"? Giddings 

96 Kept for the Masters' Use. Havergal 
VS Back to Bethel. F. B. Meyer 

100 Up from Sin. Broughton 

101 Ten Commandments. Morgan 

103 Popular Amusements and the Chris- 

tian Life. Sinks 

104 Answers to Prayer, from Geo. 

Muller's Narratives 
106 The Way Home. D. L. Moody 
106—118 Missionary Annals. Diflerent 

titles. Lives of Livingstone, Carey, 

Jttdson, Duff, etc. 

{Further nutnbtrt announced later, ) 
Swedish— 

26 Vagen Till Ond. D. L. Moody 

27 Hlmmelen. D. L. Moody 

29 Begervlnnande Bon. D. L. Moody 

31 Forborgad Kraft. D. L. Moody 

U Udvalda Predikningar. D. L. Moo6y 

36 Bibel Beratteiser for Barn. 
German- 

37 J)er Himmel. D. L. Moody 

:j9 Verborgene Kraft. D. L. Moody 
140 Der Weg Zn Gtott. D. L. Moody 

D a n iah -Norwejirlaa— 
41 llimmelen. D. L. Moody 
43 Selrende Bon. D. L. Moodv 

46 Forborgen Kraft. D. L. Moody 

47 Udvalgte Pia«4ikwner. D. L. Uoo^t 
Spanlah-* 

97 m Cauaino Haela DIos. D* L. Moody 
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Mbmoir op 
KoBiQR*r Moffat 

By M. L. Wilder 

HiIS^ OB* 

AjyaNJJELA.hSi Jodson 

By Julia H. Johnston 

Woman and thh 
OOSPBL. IN Pbrsia 

By Rev. Thomas 
Laurie, D.D. 

Ijifx: 'of Rbsv. Jus- 
tin Perkins, D.I>. 

By Rev. Henry 
Martyn Perkins. 

I>AVrD 
ILiIVINOSTONB 

By Mrs. J. H. Wor- 
cester, Jr. 

Hbnry Martyn ah© 
SAMtmri J. MIL.L.S 

By Mrs. S. J. Rhea and 
Elizabeth G. Stryker. 



William Carbjy 

By Mary E. Farwell 

Madao-ascar 

By Belle McPherson 
Campbell 

Trb Ltfbs of 
^LBXANDER Duff 

By Elizabeth B. Ver- 

MILYE 

"Each one of these books 
contains about one hundred 
pages, and gives in a brief 
but interesting way the 
chief points in the lives of 
the great missionaries. We 
recommend them to all 
who would know more of 
the great heroes of mis- 
sions." — Missionary InteUi" 
gencer. 

Each, lamo. 
Paper, net 15c 
Cloth, net 30c 



The Bible Institute Colportage Association 

250 La Salle ATeama 

CHICAGO 



The Colportage Library, eight f.r$.. 



PURPOSEFUL STORIES 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. 

SiLCH HXUBTIULTSD. 

N». 94-Chrlstie, The fang's 

Sarvant* By Mrs. O. P. Walton. 
A aeauel to Chrtotla'a Old Orgao (tee 
Ko. 87, below), and by many considered 
auperior to the earlier atory . 

No. 93— The Pilgrim's ProgrMS. 

By Jolin Bunyan. 
The ColportaKe edition of this claiaic 
will be a favotite beoaose of its exact 
text and the aogfestive pictures of ^ar- 
acters and scenes with which it is splen- 
didly iUnstimted. 

No. 90— Little King Davie. By 

NelUeHellis. 
A toochiniT atory of l/mdoa life. 

No. 87— A ilisslonsfy Penny. 

By I*. C W. 

No. 78— The Robbers' Cave. By 

A. X^ O. 9. 

A story of stirring interest foryonng 
paople. The scene is laid in Italy. 

No. 72— A Peep Behind the 

Sosaas. By Mrs. O. P. Walton. A 

atory. 
**I have jnst finished reading A Paep 
Balried the Scanaa. It will add greaUy 
tt> our list of books. It is one of the best 
tnings against the theatre that can be 
bivught out, and will do much good.*'— 
M. X. Moody, 

No. 68— The flirage of Life. By 

W.Haig Miller. 
A portrait gallery of famous characters 
fWD naye figured in various walks of life 
and missed Its great end, deceived by the 



No. 65— Alone in London. By 

Hesba Stretton. 

No. 61— The Crew off the Dol- 

phla. 6y Hesba stretton. A story of 
theses. 
**The book is graphic, and has a strong 
Christian tone."— rAtf Congregationdiiat^ 

No. 57— Christie's Old Organ.' 

By Mrs. O. P. Walton. 
**A splendid book to leave in homes 
wheretracts would be refused.*'— CAfireA 
Cdendar, 

No. 50— Jessica. A story in two 

parts— **Jessica's Pirst Prayer" and 



** Jessica's Mother.** By Hesba 8tret< 
ton. 
This work Is a classic, and has already 
had a sale aggregating about two millions. 

No. 42— Whiter than Snow* and 

UttlaDot. stories. 

No. 38— Parables from Nature. 

By Mrs. Alfred Gatty. 
*'A very interesting book, in which 
religious truths are taught by various 
members of the inanimate world. * '— 6*i/m- 
berland Preab^fUrian, 

No. 28 — Probable 3ons. By 

Amy I^ Peuvre. 

"Among the brightest, most charming 
and irresistible of child creations in our 
recent literature."— TAs IndipenderU, 

**I could wish this little story might 
have a million readers, as it has proved a 
means of grace to my own heart."— 
Thomat BpwrffaotL, 

No. 23— Nobody Loves Me. By 

Mrs. O. P. Walton. 
"A touching story of the way in which 
a hardened and loveless life was led into 
true light and love. "—^Atf Union Signal, 

FOR THE YOUNG. 

No. 102 — Popular Amusements 
■■d tlM GbrlatlaB Life. By P. W. 

Sinl[a. 

No. 75— Tales of Adventure from 

tba Old Book. By Thomas Champ- 



Mr. Champness' graphic and practical 
style lends new interest to the Bible iu- 
ddents he deals with. 

No. 55— Possibilities. By J. G. 

K. McClure. 

No. 36— Sundav Talks to the 

Yovng. By Josiah Mee. 
This book embodies a happy thought. 
Thirty-one excellent short talks on most 
important themes. 

No. 12 — Qos]>el Pictures and 

story SermoBS for children. By D. 
W. Whittle. Major WhitUe*s object 
sermons for childien, teaching by the 
eye as well as by the ear. The topics 
are— The Poison Sermon— The Mag- 
net Sermon— The Candle Sermon— 
The Commandments Sermon (two 
parts)— The Heart Sermon. Pro- 
fusely illustrated. 
**Simple, attractive, instructive; and 
may prove suggestive to all pastors wish- 
ing to present, in a forceful way, import- 
ant truths to young mindik"— 7Vk# 
Staikdard, 



